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LETTER XXXIX. 


Mr. HERBERT to Sir WILLIAM Bovey. | 


OUR fr iendly admonitions join- 


5 


me, that I was determined to endeavour to 


keep a very tight rein over my paſſions: 5 
J carefully avoided, therefore, Kenſing- 
Vor. Il. B A 
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ed to thoſe of my brother made 
ſo proper an impreſſion upon 
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ton- Gardens, leſt 1 ſhould have met 
with this lovely enchantreſs: but though 
1 ſhunned her in one place, it was my 

fortune to find her in another; in a 

place where I did not indeed in the leaſt 

expect to fall in with her. 

A Mr. Young, an old acquaintance 
of Lord Herbert's, came to viſit him 
on his return to England, and ſo warm- 
ly invited us both to his houſe at 
Peterſham for a few days, that my bro- 
ther not only accepted of his invitation, 
but made me promiſe to accompany 
him. As 1 had no buſineſs to hinder 
me from giving myſelf pleaſure by 
obliging him, I readily complied with 
his requeſt, 

We went down in his lordſhip! 3 
poſt chaiſe in the morning; and when 
the hour of dinner arrived, there was 
as much company as could convenient- 
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ly ſit down; to table. Among che reſt, 
and ſuperior to them all, Lady Glan- 
dour was firſt diſtinguiſnhed. I cannot 
well deſeribe what I. felt When, upon 
entering the ſaloon, my eyes met hers. 
When I raiſed them a ſecond time, 
after having "thrown them doyn to 
give her time to recover from the con- 
fuſion which my ſudden» appearance 
had viſibly occaſioned, they were daz- 
zled with the charmis of her perſon, 
heightened by the luſtre and elegant 
arrangement of her jewels, and by the 
happy taſte diſcoverable in every part of 
her dreſs. I checked myſelf, however, 
immediately for ſuffering myſelf to be 
ſo caught by the ſplendor of her pre- 
ſence, and ſoftly. aſked my heart 
while my eyes were again Wandering 
over het brilliant charms— if 1 
ſhould not have loved her as truly, 6h. - 
B 2 ſhould 
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the woman we long have loved To 
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BW moch not have ddated on her as fond- 
5 5. had the come, udorned only with 


' her native lovelineſs to my arms. 


1 heart told me that T ſhould have 
adored her in whatever ſtate” ſhe: ap- 
peared to me. Laura muſt be ever 
Laura to the eyes, to the heart of her 


eee may ſtill, Bovey, venture, 
1 hope, to call her by the endearing 


name of friend: her friendſhip is the 


next * to her love, and that ef L 


. may enjoy. 


But how, you will 4 ww dire I 
indulge myſelf with a -paſſion ſo nearly 


allied to the tendereſt? and between 


which the limits are hardly diſcernable, 
or, at leaſt, hardly to be kept: diſtinct? 
There is no poſſibility of making a con- 


tinual reſiſtance to the moſt inticing of 


all allurements, the ſeducing charms of 


ſee 
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| fee that woman gppreſſed,; diſquiet 
rendered unhappy, and not wiſh t 
fly to her relief My ſenſibility 3 | 
confeſs too acute my feelings are too 
keen — But why, is, ſhe, bo. thought ſbe 
poſſeſſed every. thing in the, gratificatian. of 
ber ambition, uby is ſbe unhappy 2: and 
bow came you. acquainted with ber umbap- 
pineſs ?—Such,, queſtions: are natural, 
and I ſhall anſwer them by relating 
faithfully all that pon 1 us at 
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During the time we were at table we. 
only exchanged looks; but ber looks 
were the ſofteſt, ſweet eſt I may add 
the tendereſt that were ever oaſt on 
the happieſt lover; in return for which, 
though I was not then near her, I paid 
her all the attention which the diſtance 
between us would permit, and ſent her 
W e from every diſh within my 

1 reach. 


: 
a 


anſwered; the, - 
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reach. Soon after the ladies withdrew, 
te men, who were not fond of drinking, 
roſe aud went its che garden. Theft 
we met the women, and I had an op- 
portunity of | finglivg out Lady Glarl- 
dour, for ſhe immediately came up to 
me with a languiſhing ſmile, and told 
me that” ſhe' was happy to meet with 
me: with a ſigh the added, that the hag 
long ſincerely lamented” our ſeparation. 
We muſt not, indeed, be lovers,” 


continued ſhe, but may we not be 


Zr oem er 43 eh CP 1 
Certain“ replied I; the fincereſt 


friends, IL hope, we ſhall ever be 


If you really mean what you ſay,” 
there may be yet 
* ſome hopes of returning [happiods 


for me: happineſs is a bleſſing to 


+ which I chave been quite a flranger 
walk ſince we partcd,7-- ,. front Air: 776} 
n K I was 


C 
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I was very, ag to hear her talk in 
| that train. byt, I Wer _ Foyld, por Wor." Hinder 
myſelf from being pleal ſed with believing 
that I could have made. her happy, tho? 
Lord Glandour had failed, had ſhe. * 
cepted of wy! hand... ot" n agol 
A few tears which dropped from. ber 


exes while ſhe, ſpoke; .meltrd, my ſoul 
ſhe wiped them away with her hand- 


kerchief, and Krove to hide. them from 
the company: ſhe appeared allo willing 
that, I ſhould ſee them, as ſhe wad 
turned her face towards mw. 
It is impoſſible for me to tell ants 
what: I felt at the ſight of her weeping 
eyes I longed. to drive away all her 
tears ; I longed to endeavour at leaſt 
do give caſe to her boſom, which ſeemed 
to heave with diſquietude and temorſe: 
my conjectures were in conſequence of 
my Kehings my boſom-zhrobbed at che 


* | B 4 remem- 
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remembrance of the tranſports of which 
1 had been _deprived. .by | mr I 
from 1 ue ro 
My ſenfations rendered me, for * 
time, unable to ſpeak—Sighs burſt 
from my overcharged heart: and they 
were echoed by thoſe which de could 
not, which ſhe eee not to ſup- 
prels. | 
We were in this Stoss when Mrs. 
Young came vp, and pulling her by 
the ſleeve, ſaid ſomething ſoftly to her: 
She made a reply in a diſcontented tone, 
while ſhe followed her to another part 
of the garden. Lord Herbert, at the 
ſame inſtant, advanced to me, and 
aſked me with a very ſerious air, if I 
had forgot that there were other people 
beſides Lady Glandour. 
I felt his reproof, and ſtood cor- 
rected: it opened my eyes immediately, 
and 
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and rendered mie” ſenſible of the great 
impropriety of my behav our,  eſpe- 
cially in a place full of mixed company : 
L. therefore, kept at a ogy I 
| the reſt of the day. OO 4. 
Towards the duſk of 8 evening 5 
Lady Glandour paſſed me N 8 TY 
* mere accident. #1 
UF have ſomething particular,” [6d 
the, in a whiſper, to communicate 
to you in Kenſingtom Gardens 
1 had juſt time to catch her kind, 
« and to preſs it, before ſhe flew from 
me, and joined the party ſhe had left. 
In our way home, my brother, a 
fecond time, warmly expoſtulated with 
me, upon my conduct, the indiſcretion 
of which he painted in the moſt glaring : 
colours, not forgetting to expatidtedn 
-the injury I ſhould do Lady Glandoyr 
as "well as myſelf, by forcing every 
; 'B5 body 
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body to fre, whether they would or not, 
the ſingularity of my whole carriage to 
her. which would certainly, he averred, 
ruin ber reputation, and | infallibly 
alienate her affections from her huſband: 
adding that it would, probably, occa- 
| ſion an irreparable breach between them. 
He, alſo, dropped ſome hints, as if he 
ihougbt her too ready to give me encou- 
- xagement—Now - I cannot be of his 
lordihip's opinion there never ſaw 
a bner glow of modeſty in her cheeks, 
nor a greater delicacy in her manners: 
to che charge againſt myſelf, I 
plead guilty: moſt aſſuredly, I ought 
not to take any pains to revive dormant 
ideas of felicity on either ſide They 
mould be Rtifted whenever they riſe. 
Lord Herbert is right: I cannot pro- 
a 2 to love the woman whoſe 
git a vert |. hajadter 


14 
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character I injure, whoſe peace I de- 
ſtroy, by purſuing, ber. Tet is not 
her peace already deſtroyed? Has ſhe 
not met with ſome . diſappointments, 
reſulting from unpleaſing diſcoveries, 
from this haſty marriage, ſufficient to 
make her repent, of having deſerted 
me? 1 am thoroughly perſuaded, that 
her diſappointments have produced re- 

pentance: However, as her grievances. 
are of ſuch: a+ nature as to admit of 
no redreſs, I. will be adviſed: for her 
ſake, 1 will not run the riſque of in- 
creaſing them I curbed the inclina- 
tion I felt to pay another viſit. to, Ken- 
ſington · Gardens, even though it Was 
ſtrengthened by her own deſire to meet 
me there. — Now Bovey, will you, ngt 
. is. ſome, 3 FRET Ra my 
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to what a degree I ſtill doat on her, 
and how. powerfully ſhe tem 8. 
| Kanne „ r 
A beg ay * 


E l DDE ce eee © 08 
L E: T T ER XL, | 
Lady Gu.axpovs' to Miſs Clan. 
T is well you have ſo good an 
excuſe ready as the invitation 
into Kent by your brother ; 1 would 
have given you up for ever if you 
had not made a ſatisfactory apology 
for your conduct: yes, for ever: 1 
would not have written another line 
to you, e my heart is mms, Au to 
vent itſelf. 

As my Lord happy event f—is fil 
Mines: by, the continued illneſs of 
* gacle—which Half diſtracts him, 1 

find, 
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find, by keeping him at ſo great a 
diſtance from me] laid a ſcheme to 
meet Herbert at Mrs. Young's at Peter- 
ſham: but I only gave myſelf addi- 
tional uneaſineſs by carrying it into 
execution : his charming figure, and 
ſtill more engaging! manners, quite be- 
witched. me: I ſcarce knew how to 
conceal the ſenfations: 1 fear F' did 
not conceal them even from bim; and 
yet why do I ſay 1 fear 1 did not, as 


I ertainly wiſhed to have him acquaint- 


ed with every fecret of my heart 
| My ſecret thoughts, however, ſhould 
not be diſcovered by any body but the 
_ perſon who is alone intereſted in them; 
by having inſpired them. —0 Sally, 
Sally! what a difference is there be: 
' tween this too charming fellow whom 
I might have married, whom 1 ought 
to have married, and the man, ta whom 

I am 
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me when I reflect upon it: my tears 
n in voluntarily, from my eyes. 
I had only intended to get Herbert 


from Emily Muſgrove, and then to 


have laughed at them both when. I had 
gained my point: but it is no laugh- 
ing matter: go: I am v0 deeply touch- 
ed ta be merry about it; on a nearer 
view of bim completely elegant in his 
looks and behaviour, and with his 
eyes full of that impaſſioned tenderneſs 


which firſt captivated my heart, and 


made it his own: for: eyer.—I thought 
of nothing but the exquilite felicity I 
might have enjoyed. had I not foolifhly, 
vainly, deprived myſelf of it.—The 
recollection of my folly, and of my 
vanity almoſt tortures me to madneſs, 
efpecially as I find that though he ap- 
peared, at Peterſham, to be very much 
IS aaffectled 


afeſted, dt my Ales, he is ah s 
much offended. with me for leaving him, 
to be ever thorgughly \recongite— 
Were he not ſo afſended. he would 
not have faned to meet me in Ken- 
ſington Gardens, when. I told him that 
I wiſhed: to ſee him there. He is, un- 
doubtedly; either quite angry, or elſe 
he has. been with Emily Muſgrove, and 
al has en on him not to come 
"tempt: 1 will "I e 43 1 have loft 
every kind of Influence over him. He 
nerd ant be _ of me: an want . 
* how. enlible I Po oe 4 
folly, of the crime, indeed, I commit- 
ted by leaving him for the man whom 
I could not love, hom I now. actually 
abhor, and deſpiſe. Fe: would, per- 
oe PIYY me. ity heard wy. peni- 


tential 
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tential confefliong—His pity is all the 
conſolation: I. can, in my preſent miſe- 
"rable tate, hope fag. With that con- 
ſolation my heart will burſt. 1 am 
going to Write to him immediately 
May all the powers of Nader co Hunde 
1 the en e Fe: 


* 75 1 
y ? | ag 175 1 
. 4 


Laune Gi.anyoon, 


LETTER XII. 1 
Mr. Hazinr to Sir WII Ian. Bovey. 
Have been guilty of a conſiderable 
| weakneſs—I fear there has been a 
degree of criminality in my conduct: 
but you cannot condemn me more ſe- 
3 than I have condemned myſelf. 
I received from Lady Glandour, 
yefierday a note, in Which ſhe. preſſed 
| me. 


LO - 


| * | 
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me with the greateſt and moſt affecting 
earneſtneſs to let her ſee me once more, 
us ſhe had ſomething 4 nt to 
communicate to me. I tould hot refiſt, 
eſpecially when J reflected on the"ai. - 
treſs in which the appeared at our laſt 
meeting Vet, though f̃eaſdit told me 
could be of no Tervice to her, the 
femains" of my paſſion, ſtronger than 

eaſon, prompted me to fly to her, 

order to make an effort to relieve 
her, deſpairing as I was of ſucceſs. * 

Haſtening to the place where IT had 
enjoyed ſo many tranſporting moments 
in her dear ſociety, I found her there 
Her preſence reproached me for my 
tardineſs, but ſhe was not diſpoſed to 
receive me with upbraidings : ſhe ap- 
peared, indeed, incapable of uttering : 
them.—She received me with ſuch an 
8 of real ſatisfaction, of ex- 
| ceſſive 
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every thing =I wa charmed to ſee 
ber as kind as ever I had known her, 
every proof of her affectionate regard. 
marriage, which ſhe again aſſured me, 
Was the cauſe of, all the miſery ſhe en- 
dured, miſery which would, never end 
but with her. life—or., the diſſolutiop. 
of her unfortanate marriage,—** Were 
I but at liberty,” continued ſhe, I 
s would give myſelf to you for ever: 

+ Yet were I, at this moment free, 
4 your are engaged to Emily Muſgrove; 
2 IL. cannot expect to date tran- 

ahiliey again.“ 

- Here I interrupted TW Arias 
Ahat J, was under no engagement £0 
Mig Nufgrove, or 10 any other 
voman; and that 1. only wiſhed ihe 


Si 2 Was 


— 
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vas as much at liberty as myſelf, 
as I was quite ready to take! her- to 
nn. % alte In; 1171 

A torrent of tears immediately ruſted 
Poon her lovely eyes, and ſhe lament- 
ed her ambition and folly in ſuch 
pathetic terms, that they pierted my 
ſoul; Þ availed myſelf of all the ele- 
cution I was maſter of to ſoothe het, 
to reſtore her mind 0 the calmneſs it 
enjoyed before the. cheriſhed che delu- 
five idea of Grandeur being able 0 
procure real felicity't'! a fatal miſtake 
repented of too late I ſo fas ſueceed- 
ed that ſheiraiſed her- drooping head, 
and dried her werping eyes, which urre 
turned towards me with all that love 
and ſoftneſs ini them that had, uE 
delight. She thanked me in che warm- 
74. 12 eſt 
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eſt terms for the conſideration 1 had 
mewn her; begged me earneſtly to con- 
tinue my friendſhip for her, and as earn- 
eſtly intreated mæ W to ne 
rr A ws 4: 
Only think of her be my 
N mee her Charming 
creature! I could hardly forbear claſp- 
ing her in my arms, and preſſing her 
to my throbbing boſom My hands, 
- indeeed, 212% en nnn n 
her waſte. 5 
Lifting 5 mon eyes, in eg er- 
rr 4 moſti delicious langnor, | ſhe 
mutmured out, in à faint voice, in- 
-*forgiven. me, my Herbert for mine 
-&riyou, will—yau muſt be ?”? - n 
Think of my! Edition, \Bdvoyi: 
think of this lovely woman's declaring, 
— moſt Aa accents, and con- 
firming 


firming her declaration with looks more 
expreſſive than a thouſand words, that 
1 was, and ever ſhould be dear to her: 
that I muſt be her friend, and ſee her. 
often: that my behaviour had made 
her hope T had pardoned what ſhe, 
herſelf, thought was never to be for- 
given, her deſertion from me, and her 
alliance with a man merely to be placed 
in a higher ſphere of life; with a man 
perfectly odious to her; à man with 
whom ſhe believed it impoſſible for her to 
ye. Tell me, therefore,“ continued 
ſhe, reclining on my arm; * tell 
eme, my deareſt Charles, that you 
have pardoned me, and that you will 
« ſee nie every ns " the, der hen. 
my tyrant is ab e 
Where is the man thus relies upon 
by the woman he adored, thus charm- 
"we emptied $0. forget..overy: moral; 


every 


* 
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every ſocial virtue, to forget even him- N 
ſelf, and all but her, could have avoided. 
aſſuring her that he would do every 
thing ſhe required, that he would be 
entirely at her diſpoſal? Tranſported 
with my angel's ſeducing behaviour, 
I promiſed to ſeize all opportunities of 
being with her. Words were naturally 
followed by the actions. correſpending 
with them: we gave and received in- | 
numerable endearments, - which might 
have juſtly been deemed innocent had 
not her curſed marriage with Lord 
Glandour tendered them indefenſible, 
and poiſoned the enjoyment of them. 
15 | conſiderable time together: I then pur 
„ her into a hackney coach which waited 

for her at the garden- gate. TEL 
When I reflected ſeriouſly on whas 
1 yu T remembered the raptures, 1 
had 
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had enjoyed with many painful emo- 
tions, being well aſſured that Laura 
could not be legally mine, and that I 


ougght to have treated her as the wife | 


of Lord Glandour, whom, by the man- 
ner in which I behaved, I had greatly 
injured ; and that J alſo had injured 
the woman on whom I doated, by en- 
couraging her to deviate from her duty 
ro her huſband—Lord Herbert had 


often endeavoured to guard me againſt _ 


a behaviour of this ſort; but the faſ. 
cinating power of the woman whom 
we fondly love is not to be refiſted— 
Better thoughts, however, ſucceededthoſe 
which rolled in my mind while © this 
dear angel leaned upon my boſom, 
while I walked towards home. I was 
very ſenſible that I had been much to 
blame; I was the more ſenſible of the 
imprudence of my conduct, when I. 
SP ö ſaw 
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faw my brother ſoon. afterwards. He 
told me plainly that he was aſtoniſhed 
at my perſiſting to follow a married 
woman; that I was guilty of the great- 
eſt abſurdity imaginable, . ſetting aſide 

the immorality of my proceedings 
Are you not in the higheſt degree ridi- 
culous,“ added he, <* by being fooliſhly 
e attached to a woman who, evidently, 
« does not care a ſtraw for you: had ſhe. 
been as ſtrongly prejudiced in your 
« favour as you are in hers, would ſhe 
e have. left you for another man? $ 4 
« ſhould be quite aſhamed of appearing 
e ſoweak, of being ſo egregious a dupe: 
<« would not have a woman think I love 
< her, unleſs ſhe firſt diſcovers an inclina- 
« tion to return my paſſion. What ſatis- 
« faction, after all, can ariſe from the 
« ſeduction of a woman from her duty? 
„What pleaſure ca can you feel by leading 


« a life 


= 
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ua life of terror, and by making your- 
4 ſelf an object of contempt ? Certainly 
« you, by acting in this way, purchaſe 
« pleaſure at too extravagant a price: if 
e any pleaſure can reſult from an oppo- 
< ſition to reaſon and honour.” In ſhort, 
my Lord le&ured me with ſuch good 
ſenſe on my too readily giving the reins 
to my- inclination, that I began to ſee 
my conduct in a proper point of view: 
to ſee myſelf in a very contemptible 
light. However, though I was con- 
vinced of my folly, I could not eaſily 
diveſt myſelf of an attachment in which 
my heart was deeply concerned. The 
returning love of the woman on whom 
my ſoul had ever doated, and the tender- 
neſs with which it was accompanied, 
rendered me incapable of reſiſting her 
advances towards the renewal of our 
intimacy : but had ſhe not made thoſe 
u Vak. II. 2 advances, 
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advances, I hope I could not, Eiflatter 
myſelf } could not have ventured to go 
ſuch lengths wich a married woman. 
All night was there in my mind a vio- 
lent conteſt between love and reaſon : 
the latter conquered; but I have ſuffered 
ſo much by the victory gained over my- 
ſelf, that I do not know whether I ſhall 
be able to keep my ground or not.— 
Say any thing you can think of to 
— an e t of - 
5: e d eee he NTT 
* * © ] 1 CHs. 
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4 E T TE R XIII. 
From the fame to the fame. 


N ROM the time I received your 

laſt honeſt, - and friendly argu- 
ments to keep me _ to my purpoſe, 
OY; 1 muſt 
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1 muſt, confeſs I was in a wavering 
ſtate; fluctuating between the ſtimu- 


lations of love, and the remonſtrances 
of honour: a letter which I received 


yeſterday put an end to the embarraſs- : 
ments of uncertainty z but it ſharpened 


my remorſe, and it doubled my com- 
paſſion. for the fair writer of it -I can- 
not deſcribe what I felt on her account: 
yet I cannot alter my reſolution never 
to ſee her again till ſhe is in a ſituatibn 
to give a ſanction to my paſſion for her. 
Were ſhe indeed ſo ſituated, I ſhould 
perhaps entertain ſome doubts; it is 


alſo | probable that love would diſpel 


them: yet when a woman has once 
violently deviated from the paths of 
diſcretion, how can a man repoſe any 
confidence in her? I will not, I cannot 
|  4ranſcribe the letter I have received: 


honours gratitude, and love, uniting, 


3 2 5 n 


— 
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g ge me; nor, indeed, will my tortured 
mind permit me to dwell any longer on 
2 ſubject which i is too affecting to 
1 755 Your ever ſincere friend, < 
. FIERBERT, | 


eee eee 
25 L XLII. 


Lord GLANDOUR to Mr. Macin TOSH. 


Am. more wretched than you can 
poſſibly conceive me to be- My 
ſuſpicions are all confirmed: my wife 
my torment is the character I have 
long feared ſhe would be—ſhe is a very 
_ © Meſſalina. I have hardly power to tell 
you what has happened to me. 
When I came home laſt niche... to- 
_ rally unexpected, Lady Glandour—Oh! 
why muſt I call her ſo!—was abroad 
-l traced her, with ſome difficulty, 
-k0 
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to Kenſington- Gardens: "there, by a 
piece of good lack — though 1 am cer- 
tainly very unfortunate in my alliance 
with ſuch a devil intercepted a letter 
deſigned for ber, which diſcovered fuch 
a ſcene of iniquity, and proved this 
woman to be ſo infamouſly abandoned, 
by leaving we for a former lover that 
but I have not patience to pro- 
ceed——l. want ſtrength—1I almoſt want 
breath Tou will find a copy. of this 
letter incloſed; to the honour of the - 
writer it ought to be publickly known: 
I wiſh, indeed, to ſave myſelf from the 
contempt, the undeſerved contempt to 
which my connection with ſuch a wo- 
man cruelly expoſes me; but I have no 
deſire to conceal the noble reſiſtance he 
bas made to the inveigling arts of a 
creature whom he once loved as fondly 
as I have done, and by whom he has. 
EN os been 
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been moſt fcandalouſſy deceived : to 


bim I am obliged: for a: diſcovery with 


Which, though it has given me a great 


deal of pain, it was highly neceffary - 
I ſhould be acquainted—To bim I am 
under obligations, though his letter did 
not. fall into my hands agreeably to his 
intentions. He has really acted like a 
man of honour, like a man of huma-- 
nity, like a gentleman : and he deſerves - 
a much better woman for his wife than 
ny plague would have been, had he 
married her. —However, I firmly be- 

leve that be was the man of ber 
choice; or elſe ſhe never could have 
gone ſuch lengths Some wii 
deed, are ſo amazingly ' : 
they will do any thing: my wife, I fear, 

is of this breed; and yet, as I have 


no proofs— (uo damning proofs, in the 


. aan n of Shakeſpear; 


I can- 
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L cannot procure a- divorce: A ſepa- 
ration, however, may be effected: but 
that will not be quite ſatisfactory No 
if I. cannot get rid of her entirely, 1 
will keep her by way of puniſhment; 
and puniſhed ſhe will ſufficiently be, 
for as ſhe: loves nothing ſo much as a 
perpetual appearance in all publie 
places, in order to be admired, and 
flattered by a pack of prating puppies, 
the excluſion from them will be a thou- 
ſand” times more mortifying to her than 
a divorce. A wonfan' with her princi- 


ples, or rather a wretch wichno prin. 


ciples at all. pays no regartl to any 

thing: ſhe $ nothing but the 4 
of thoſe Ifkentious pleaſures which ſhe 
values more than her' duty or her repu- 
tation, her health, or even ſier- life it- 
elf: I can; "therefore; | make myſelf 
had atnends for the injury I have re- 


"C54 ceived 
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ceived from Lady Glandour, but, ſeeing 
her confined to a ſpot. far removed 
from the ſcenes from which ſhe derives 
all her delight. She is, I imagine, ex: 
ceedingly proyoked at her diſappoint- 
ment laſt night: a diſapppointment 
you little think of you might gueſs 
for a tw-elve-· month without hitting upon 
it, —— Pl tell you This devil 
would have left me, would have actual. 
ly gone away with a former lover: 
and ſhe blackened the complexion of 
her criminal deſign, by. inviting him to 
carry her off, To facilitate the exe- 
cution of that deſign ſhe had, I found 
by the purport of his anſwer, repaired 
to Kenſington-Gardens, where they fre- 
quently met: there ſne waited for him, 
and was diſappointed: inſtead of meet- 
ing her in perſon, he wrote the incloſed 


E | | | * 
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letter, and ſent it by a_ perſon, whom, 
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upon my entering the gardens, I found 
ſtaring about him. This, perſon, at 
laſt, aſked me if I had ſeen ſuch a 
lady, deſcribing the figure and dreſs of 
my wife. I replied, immediately, that 
I knew where ſhe was, and would de- 
liver any meſſage or letter to her from 
him. He told me that he was ordered 
to give the letter into her own hand. 
I was exceedin gly provoked, and of- 
fered him what I thought a very hand- 
ſome gratuity for truſting me with the 
execution of his commiſſion: but he 
would not take it. I then doubled my 
offer: he ſtill: refuſed—TI pretended to 
leave him, but kept him in ſight: till 
he reached my wife, who was waiting, 
with all- the agitation of ſpirits com- 
monly-felt by thoſe who are going to 
be guilty of a criminal action.—She 
l him, I found, or gueſſed, at 
| C5 leaſt, 


=] 
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leaſt, that he had ſomething to ſay to 
ber, , for ſhe coloured, and took, the 
letten he prefented, wich a trembling 


hand. But who can deſcribe her emo- 
tions when IL came, inſtantly, behind. 


the meſſenger, and ſnatched it from, hen 


before ſhe could have time to open it. 


—She ſtarted, ſereamed, and ſunk: 
down upon the bench from which ſhe 


had riſen. The ſervant ſubmiſſively; 


enough expreſſed his concern by his 


% looks, and offered to aſſiſt her.—F 


fiercely bade him leave us, and tell 
his maſter that Lord Glandour was in. 
poſſeſſion of his letter will not ac- 
quaint you with what my wife ſaid, 
I ſearcely heard it; my rage was too 
great, —lI obliged her to go with me to- 
the coach, a vile hack which waited. 


for her, and only aſking her if ſuch 


an. equipage was fit for a woman of 


* 
10 
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her ranks} and in her 3 com- 

manded the fellow tõ drive to my houſe 
ab. ſdon as poſnble.— She held! up her 
handkerehivf to her! fact all the waß, 
and wept prodigieuſiy- r forced tears 
from her eyes to move me. As ſooh 
as. I got home I led her up to her 
chamber, locked her in, and put the 


5 key in my pocket. I then ſat down to 


read the letter which ſhe had not 
opened) and which fully diſcovered 
whit an abandoned proſtitute ſne is. 
It was ſome time before I could collect 
my thoughts ſufficiently to know ho-. 
to act in an affair which required you 
will allow, I believe n ſmall conſide- 
ration: My people more than once 
aſked me if I would be pleaſed to 
have ſupper ſefit- up, before 1 could 
return them any anſwer. At laſt, 
aſuamed of ' appearing ſo- unlike my 
3 CE former 
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former {elf to my ſervants, by che be- 
haviour of a wferth undeſerving of the 
flighteſt attetifion,” I ſat down to table. 
Having ſwallowed à few mouthfuls, I 
took a plate of what ſtood: neareſt to 
me in one hand, and a glaſs of wine 
and water in the other, and carried 
them to her Setting them upon the 
table, I retired, locking the door after 
Between twelve ind one; I ſent her 

woman to undreſs her, while I waited 
in an adjoining room; then, turning 
Badley out, I threw myſelf into a 
chair by the bed fide, and began ta 
expoſtulate with her upon her con- 


duct. With all the temper I way 


maſter of, I aſked her. why ſhe married 
me, if ſhe liked another man better. 
She replied, without the leaſt heſi- 
tation, or attempt to palliate her ir- 
| regular 


me — to raiſe herſelf to. F rank. in 
life ſuperiqr £9: that; in which the man 
whom ſhe Joved. could. place her. 
And of what adyantage, aber 
1 will your rank now be to you, as 
you have not only declared an attach- 
« ment to another man, but acted in 
« ſuch a manner, as to render your vir- 
« tue very queſtionable, if. you have not 
actually entered into a criminal con- 
+ nection with the man to whom your 
heart is devoted? 
My heart is devoted,” replied ſhe; 
eagerly, to bim alone; and in the en- 
« zoyment. of his ſocigty..E ſhould not 
make myſelf. uncaſy. about any ſuſ- 
«. picions relating to my reputation.“ 
Since you deliver yourſelf with ſo 
© much. tos? ſaid 1, 1" and are 


. . 
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4 ſures; you: cn ratienully: expe 
„ me 10. forgive: what is paſty as you | 
« would bertainlpstahe the file oppor- 
<« tunityq After dimy par- 
don, to offendb again in the ſame 
t, yes muff prepare yourfſelf, 
«'thereforoy to — ef an 


to a. bene inclifs beyond your 
* reaſonable ex pectation, and profuſely 
“ furniſhedi with tlie means of pro- 
*curing all | reaſonable pleaſures, you 
have by your ungenerous as Well as 
e unkind behaviour added ingtatitiſdle 
to indiſcretion. When you have ſin- 
« cerely repemeg of your very cen- 
« ſurable conduct, and made proper 
« atonement for it, you ſhall be at 
« lowed the liberty you have hitherto. 
enjoyed, but not till then —I fear, 
9 * you: will never deſerve the 
220% full 
Fans 


1 
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« full re- enjoyment of it. «Conſider; 
c therefore; into what a condition you 
te have brought yourſelf: L946 3H 11 A 
I Qvas. too much affected e proceed; 
the remembrance of the tranſports 1 
had enjoyed in my Laura's arms, when 
I fondly believed I gras truly loved by 
her; and the dygadful certainty of find- 
ing myſelf gily deceived; agitated 
my mind im a manner net to be ex- 
preſſed: my feelings were almoſt inſup- 
portahle: I covered my face with my 
hand: I would not let my infamous 
wife ſee to what a ſtate the had reduced 
me. ; f 
During the RPO the night x 
conſidered: what method I ſhould take 
to keep her confined, and whom F 
thould truſt to wait on, and to ſupply 
her with the things abſolutely neceſſary- 
for her. Criminal, and ungrateful as 
+ . S's N ſhe | 
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ſhe had been, I did not intend to treat 
her with all the negle& and. contempt ' 
which ſhe had deſerved : I only wiſhed 
to prevent her from giving a looſe to 
her vicious deſires; and to cure her, if 
poſſible, of her paſſion for general ad- 
miration. After having tortured my 
brain to no purpoſe, for a conſiderable 
time, I recollected a perſon on whom 
I could,, I imagined, depend:. but L 
do not chuſe to ſend. for even her to 
London: my deſign, therefore, is to 
carry Lady Glandour into the North: 
L have for a good while wiſhed to refide 
upon my eſtate. there: She, alone, has. 
hitherto, kept me from going. to it. 
She will now drive me thither. with the. 
utmoſt expedition. 

1 cannot deſcribe what I' feel upon 
this diſagreeable, this diſtracting change 
in my affairs. I give you leave to ſhew. 


- 
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the incloſed to any, of f your friends, pro- 
vided you conceal the name of the per- 
ſon to whom it is addreſſed; ; you will ob- 
ſerve the genteelneſs and generoſity of 
the writer's. concealment. —He certainly 
deſerves a better wife than would have 
fallen to his lot had he married the wo- 
man whom fortune has "deſtined for * 
torment of 


"Om moſt unhappy Cas 


25 * Gkapoun. 


1 LETTER XIIV. 
| " Tacloſed : in the fo regoing one. 


I T H what words ſhall I attempt 
to anſwer your laſt favour, Ma- 


dam? In what language ſhall venture to 
tell you, that dear as you have long been 
to my doating heart, I cannot, dare not 
5 4 + 59 | be 
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be guilty of the baſe action to which you 
tempt me, to a man who has never de- 
ſignedly offended me S- “id: not 
bring myſelf to ſeduce the wife of even 
my moſt mvererate enemy; ſtilb leſs can 
I bear to injure the woman whom 1 
have long loved; | ;—(whom: I ſtill fondly 
love z) hate ver diſquietude I frel by 
knowing that ſhe is married to another. 
I cannot be ſo ſelſiſn ag to wiſn that ſhe 
ſhould on ny account take a ſtep in the 
leaſt detrimental to her honour, deſtruc- 
türe af her reputation Rane often. re- 
gretted, , tis roy be and. I, at this, inſtant, 


lament the loſs the A whom I 


preferret to aft fel x; but F muft alſo, 
Hill. more for her ſake than my own, ok 
on/her. as for ever leſt to me tho Mn 
Ever, remember! with, the. moſt. lively gra- 
titude the regard with. which, the, has ho- 
poured hormoſtreſpecitul humbleſearnty, 


74 CHARLES HengxRx. 
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LETTER MV. 
Mr. HERBERT to Sir Wirrigg Bovxv. 


N TO what a Situation! am 1 thrown? 
Who, in my place, would not be rea- 
dy to forſwear having any future connec- 
tions with women? Yet to be favoured; | 
I may, 'F believe, venture to add, loved, 
by two ſuch women as Laura and Emily, 
would make the coldeſt boſom glow! 
with the warmeſt ſenſations.— Poor, un- 
done Laura! my heart bleeds for her. 
My letter which Johnſon carried to her 
in Kenſington-Gardens was, on its deli- 
very into her hand, ſnatched from it, 
before ſhe could open it, by her Lord 
who has ſince hurried hen down to Scot- 
land. I am diſtreſſed beyond expreſon 
to think that her ſhame and confinement 
originate from her own imprudence.. = 
th 1464 To 


4 The MzR NAR Y MaRRIACE. 


heard, yeſterday, that Miſs Muſgrove 
was dangerouſly: ill of a fever occaſioned 


| by the greatanxiety ſhe endured at hear- 


ing chat a young! gentleman who had 
been moſt. hoſpitably entertained by her 
father at his houſe for ſeveral weeks 
with a view. for the re- eſtabliſum ent of 


his health, after a ſevere illneſs had re. 
newed his correſpondence with a married 
lady, once ber moſt intimate friendG.— 


I could not but feel myfelf to be this: 
man, Bovey, and ſighed with the deepeſt 
regret, not only at the dear girl's ſuffer- 
ings on my account, but becauſe I muſt 


appear in a criminal light to Ber, and to- 


her father, in conſequence of their giving 
credit to the injurious information con- 
cerning me,—Yet how can I exculpate 
myſelf without accuſing Lady Glandour? 
To what a diſagrecable, to what an em- 
6 barraſſing 


__ 1 Me ani n — . ot os, 2 : 
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barraſſing ſtate am I reduced? How cut- 

ting are the ſenſations which I feel for 
the ſorrows of theſe two lovely women, 
eſpecially for Emily, poor dear innocent 
ſufferer, whom my heart longs to re- 
eve! but I dare not appear before her 
family, while I am unjuſtly ſuppoſed ca- 
pable of being criminally connected with 
a married woman.—-l have but one con- 
ſolation, and that no ſmall one, you i 
will confeſs, Bovey: I have had ſtrength 
ſufficient to reſiſt the offers, the i importu- | 
nities, indeed, of this alluring woman. 
What a conqueſt have I gamed over my 
once too weak, too ſuſceptible heart !— 
I am thoroughly ſenſible what my victory 
has coſt me, yet, at the ſame time, I 
muſt rejoice at it; for the ſake of poor 
Emily I muſt rejoice at it, even for the 
ſake of unhappy Laura too, whoſe hard 
fate I 2 ever lament, and for whom 


I mal 
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I ſhall ever feel the ſincereſt compaſſion. 
The letter which ſhe wrote to me, and 
which determined me not to truſt myſelf 
with the ſight of her any more, I have 


deſtroyed. —I wiſh indeed to obliterate all 


thoſe tranſactions from my mind which 
cannot be remembered without pain.— 
Would I could bury them all in obli- 


vion! Would I could forget that I had 


ever ſeen Laura! Would I could fly to 


Emily !—But could I fly to ber, 1 ſhould 


only plunge myſelf into new difficulties, 
new diſtreſſes.— She is infinitely out of 


* reach of 
f Tour incerely-affetionat th 
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LETTER 
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LETTER XLI. 


| Mis Myscz0ys to Miß BuTLER. 


'FTER a long and painful Ang. | 
gle between life and death, I am 
reſtored: deſirable, however, as return- 
ing health is, I enjoy my recovery with 
double ſatisfaction, as my mind has, in 
ſome Geng. enn, 15 Wen, tran- 
quility. * 1 1 {LIE 

Herbert, my Lucy, the amiable Her- 
bert no longer merits” the accuſation ſo 
injurious to him: he has not attempted 
to ſeduce Lady Glandour from her duty: 
on the contrary, ſhe attempted to prevail 
on him to catry her abroad, and reſide 
with her there: but he had too much 
honour, too much generoſity even to 
mention her indiſcreer proceedings to any 
creature, tho? his character was highly 
cenſured 
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cenſured on her account. Lord Glan- 
doux, who intercepted Herbert's anſwer 
to his Lady, was noble enough to tran- 
ſcribe it, for a particular friend of his, 


with a permiſſion to ſhew it to any body, 


concealing my Lady's name. This friend 
fortunately happened to communicate it 


to a gentleman with whom my father 


has been long intimately acquainted.— 
Pleaſed with the agreeable diſcovery, my 
father not only made my heart glad with 


the moſt welcome intelligence, but went 
immediately to ſee Herbert, to congra- 


tulate him upon the heroic manner in 
which he had conducted himſelf upon ſo 


delicate. an occaſion, and to invite him to 
come, and ſtay with us at Acton. My 
father alſo told me that Herbert ex- 


preſſed much concern at my illneſs — 


What true greatneſs of mind has he 
en He has raiſed himſelf in every 


body's 
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body 8 eme but my hand is hardly 
yet able, tho extremely willing to write 


encomiums on him: it is too weak 


K can only add that I am 
Ever yours affeQionately, * 


E. M. 


4 a # 


r l 
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Mr. HERBERT to Sir WILLIAM Bovey, - 


Meet, every hour, with new ſhocks. 

Agreeably to the invitation—I may 
add intreaties I received from Mr. Muſ- 
grove, I went to Acton; he would not 
be denied: He told me, during our ride, 
for he fetched me in his chariot, that I 
ſhould ſee my little friend very much al- 
tered; but tho? I was prepared for ſuch a 
change in her, I cannot deſcribe the a- 
ſtoniſhment and concern I felt at the 

Vor. II. 7 ſight 
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ſight of the amiable Emily, pale, emaci- 
ated, and almoſt fainting in her chair. 
She attempted to riſe, but found herſelf 
unable. I ran, I flew to her aſſiſtance. 
She held out her poor hand to me, white 
indeed, but almoſt ſhrivelled, ſo much 
was ſhe fallen away. L caught it haſtily, 
I preſſed it to my boſom with a paſſionate 
kind of eagerneſs which procceded, at 
that time, I thought, only from a lively 
; gratitude, of which I could not help be- 
ing ſenſible for the favours conferred on 
me by her family; but a ſigh which eſca- 
ped me while I beheld with pity the ha- 
voc which her illneſs had made, her ill- 
neſs occaſioned by her anxiety on my ac- 
count, forced me-to believe that my ſcn- 
ſations were of a tenderer nature. With 
the diſcovery of ſuch ſenſations I ſhould: 
have been infinitely pleaſed, had I nor re- 
flected on the certainty of my being in 
4 "7.00 
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no ſituation to expect an heireſs to ſo 


large a fortune as Mr. Muſgrove had to L 


leave behind him. However, tho' I deem. 
ed it quite neceſſary to keep don my wiſh- 
es, I reſolved to indulge the exquiſite ſa- 
tisfaction of returning the regard whichſhe 
had ſhewn me when I came indiſpoſed to 
Acton, by eyery method in my power. 
My firſt addreſs ſo much diſconcerted 
the dear girl, that ſhe bluſhed exceeding- 
ly, and appeared quite irreſolute—ſhe 
ſeemed not to know whether ſhe ſhould 
withdraw her hand, or ſuffer me to de- 
tain it. While ſhe heſitated I had it in 
mine; accepting at the ſame time of a 
ſeat, which ſhe pointed to near her. 
Some moments paſſed before her flut- 
tered ſpirits would give her aan: to 
ſpeak. TI 11115 
Mr. Muſgrove ſaw our cats 
ments, and thinking, perhaps, that a 
"AS third 
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third perſon—eſpecially a father, and a 
very. .refpectable parent—increaſed them, 
made: haſte to retire. 

Immediately on his quitting the room, 
I ſeized the opportunity te declare my 
acknowledgments for the uneafineſs ſhe 
had endured, in conſequence of the dan- 
gerous condition into which I was on the 
point of plunging myſelf by giving the 
reins to my paſſion- for Lady Glandour: 
By the gratification of which I ſhould | 
nat only have ruined her peace for ever, 
but have expoſed her to the reſentment. 
of my Lord, and the contempt of the 
world. —* As to myſelf,” continued I, 
<« the-entire loſs of her friendſhip would 
e have been my -greateſt misfortune; a 
« friendſhip to which I could not have 
e aſpired with any propriety, after hav- 
ing rendered myſelf unwerthy of it,” 

; She 
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She bluſhed, and ſmiled her approba⸗ 
tion of what J had ſaid, but made little 
or no reply: yet her eyes very eloqyently 
expreſſed. the ſatisfaction ſhe felt at my 
return, and ſnhe received all my little at- 
tentions about her, alk my efforts to o- 
blige her, and to entertain her, in a 
manner which moſt enehantingly con- 
vinced me that ſhe did not wiſh to con- 
ceal the pleaſure they gave her: But to 
what purpoſe is ſhe ſo delightfully enga- 
ging? By letting me ſee the immenſe 
difference between her and poor Laura, 
ſhe will only render Hetſelf ſtill a more 
captivating object in my eyes, and me 
incapable of reſiſting the united charms 
of beauty and virtue happily united in 
here to lay nothing of the embelliſhments 
of her underſtanding, and the refinement 
of her taſte, 

Why will Mr. Muſgiove expoſe my 
too ſuſceptible heart to the charms of 


D 3 | ſuch 
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ſuch a daughter, whom he would think 
degraded if married to a man who has 
not a fortune to pretend to her 2—1 
zuſt fly for it. The conduct of Lady 
Glandour, tho' it has exerted in me the 
ſtrongeſt compaſſion, has left a void in 
my heart which this amiable girl alone can 
WM fill. I cannot think of leaving her, till 
06 | the indiſpoſition occaſioned by her par- 
| ticular efteem—I may add, affection for 
4. hs me, is entirely removed. When ſhe is 
quite recovered I ſhall not dare to truſt 
myſelf with her a ſingle moment long- 
er. 1 have ſome thought of making a 
tour to Switzerland, before the ſetting 
in of the winter: but I will firſt ſpend a 
few weeks with you. I can better tell 
Emily that I am going into Somerſerſhire 
than that I intend to leave England. 
. Yours | 
C. HERBERT. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLVIII. 


Miſs Munzova to Miſs BurrER. 


'THAT tranſport, my deareſt, my 
beloved friend, ſwells the boſom 
of your Emily ! Herbert, the amiable, 
the excellent Herbert is returned to us: 
but how ſhall I deſcribe the effect which 
his firſt re-appearance had on me? I al- 
moſt fainted thro? exceſs of joy, tho? my 
father had kindly prepared me for ſuch 
an interview, The reſpectful, yet ten- 
der air, with which he accoſted me, 
the languor of his expreſſive eyes, the 
ſoftneſs of his voice, and the gentle preſ- 
ſure of his hands, touched my heart in 
ſo forcible a manner that I could hard- 
ly forbear expreſſing myſelf in very im- 
proper language. I long to acquaint 
. with every feeling of my ſoul: 1 
7 4 | was 
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-was as ready to meet him as I ſhould be 
to meet you, my dear, after a tedious ab- 
ſence. I wiſhed—my face is in a olow 
while I write—T wiſhed, ardently wiſhed 
Lucy, to fold him modeſtly, affecti- 
onately to my boſom, to tell him that I 
was tranſported to ſee him ; that I hon- 
oured him, eſteemed him—that I loved 
him. However, conſideration came to 
my aſſiſtance. I was ſilent, but I ſighed 
while I received with rapture his thou- 
ſand attentions to pleaſe me: deeply 
did I ſigh to think that prudence for- 
bad me to make either acknowledge- 
ments or returns. Studious as he is, 
ſolicitous as he is to pleaſe me, I cannot 
flatter myſelf that he feels thoſe tender 
ſenſations of which I am ſo ſenſible on 
his account. He certainly loves —or did 
love Lady Glandour, and till ſhe went 
ſuch indiſcreet lengths, he gave her all 

* the 
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the reaſon in the world to imagine — as 
he aſſured me - that ſhe was beloved: tho? 
he never intended to ſee her; till leſs to 
keep up any acquaintancewith her. But 
„who, Miſs Muſgrove,” ſaid he ore 
day, when we were talking upon this 
ſubject, ſoon after his arrival here; 
« who can tell how to ſet bounds to a 
e tender paſſion, inſpired, and even en- 
e couraged by an object every way de- 
« ſirable? I cannot | boaſt of fo much 
« inſenſibility. I feel myſelf, on the con- 
% trary, . but too much ahve to the 
« warmeſtpaſſions: nay friendſhip, entered 
e into. with the ſame ſentiments, would 
_ « ſoon he ripened into love.“ | 
I not only entirely agreed With him, 
Lucy, upon- this point, but very ſtrong- 
ly felt the cloſe connection between 
friendſhip and love: I could not conceal 
my emotions: my face glowed, I trem- 
1 bed, 
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bled, and hung my head, conſcious of 
feeling myſelf very tenderly attached to 
' him.—Not daring to give a vent to my 
ſenſations, I fat apparently quite ſtupid, 
tho” almoſt diſſolved in pleaſure, while 
he detained. my too paffive hand in his, 
and ſeemed to read every thing that 
paſſed in my breaſt. He has, ever” 
fince, been fo: uncommonly atten- 
tive to me, ſo ready, io eager to oblige, 
that I cannot but behold him with the 
molt affectionate eyes. He ſcarce ever 
leaves me a ſingle moment; he watches: 
my every look, and motion: if I ride, 
he enquires whether the coach goes too: 
faſt, or too ſlow; aſks me if I fir eaſy ;. 
and holds the ſtring of the window: to. 
let it up or down, juſt as IJ have too much. 
or too little air. If he drives me in the 
chaiſe, his eyes: are much oftner on me 
than on the horſes: if we walk, his arm 
fupports my ſtill. GE * 3 
4 Laſt 
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Laſt night, being engaged in an en- 
tertaining converſation, we walked far- 
ther than we intended; too far indeed 
for me: he ſoon perceived that I was 
weary, and looked round for a reſting- 
place. At laſt, he caught me up in 
his arms and carried me acroſs a large 
field, telling me that there was a barn. 
at the end of it where we might reſt up- 
on a rye-ſtack, The men who were at 
work. went. away, but not. till Herbert. 
had whiſpered one of them, who in a 
| ſhort time returned with a. bowl of fine 
cream. He prevailed on me to taſte it 
while he ſat by me. deſiring me, at the 
ſame time, to lean againſt. him, and 
begging me to forgive his inadvertency; 
in leading me ſo far from home. What a 
man is this, Lucy? Even his omiſſions 
are meritorious, as they give him an op- 
portunity to become a thouſand times. 

: D. 6, more: 
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more engaging. With what earneſtneſs 
did he perſuade me to remain where I was, 
till I was quite recovered from my fatigue! 


He propoſed ſending one of the men to 


fetch either the chariot or the chaiſe ; 


but I was afraid that my father would 


be alarmed, and imagine I was ill, and, 
therefore, aſſured him that I was quite 
able to walk home ; but his expreſſions 
of anxiety and folicitude about me were 
innumerable. I could not poflibly think 


J was miſtaken: I really believed that all 


his aſſiduities proceeded from the cauſe | 
from which J had long wiſhed it to 
ariſe. I really believed that love as well 


as friendſhip had ſome ſhare in his 
his aſſiduous behaviour. While he grafp- 
ed my hand gently in his, he frequently, 


with his arm, folded my waiſt, and preſt 


me to his boſom. I made no oppoſition, 


Lucy, to the tender proofs of his at- 


tachment to me; on the contrary, I en- 
| Joyed 
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joyed them. It is honourable, it is vir- 


tuous to love ſuch a man as Herbert; 
and I ſhould look upon his returned love 
as the greateſt of all bleſſings: whether. 
that bleſſing is reſerved for ne there 1 
am in a ſtate of the moſt perplexing un- 
certainty. His looks and his actions 
mark the lover, but he mentions noth- 
ing except friendſhip to your 
: Ever affectionate _ 

E. MusGrove.. 


EETEEEREEREEEEEEEELTY 
ETTTER XLIX. 


Lord GLanpDour to Mr. MAcRKINTOSH. 


THAT a reſtleſs, wretched mor- 
tal is the man who loves—ſtill, 
truely loves even the woman who betrays 
him, whodeſpiſes hisreproofs, who will not 
be won oy his Kindneſs, who treats with  - 

5 OY _ contempt 
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contempt not only his good opinion, 


but the approbation of all worthy peo-— 


ple! Such a woman is, I fear, the wife 
of your unhappy friend. Why, why, 
Mackintoſh ; why do I live to know 
that there are no hopes of reclaiming 


Lady Glandour from her licentious pro- 
ceedings? In vain have J reaſoned with 
her, in vain have I reproached her for 
her ingratitude, in vain have I accuſed 
her of having done me the greateſt in- 
jury by marrying me only to. make me 
miſerable. I ſhewed her her lover's let- 
ter which I intercepted, and obliged her 
to ſee that her conduct was become too 


ſcandalous to be countenanced even by 
kim. She had the aſſurance to laugh at 


my attempting to render her ſenſible of 
her errors, to call me tyrant, and to de- 
clare that ſhe, was ſure Herbert never 
wrote the letter; charging me with hav- 
; ing 
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ing got ſomebody to tranſcribe it —* He 
loves me too ſincerely,” added ſhe, 
« to addreſs me in ſuch a manner; and 
« ] ſhall, in ſpite of all your vigilance, 
« ſoon receive one from him in a. very 
« different ſtyle.” This barefaced inſo- 
lence is not to be endured !_I have put 
her entirely under the care of a perſon. 
on whom I can depend; ſhe was my. 
nurſe, and has always lived in our fa- 
mily.. She will not, I am certain, con- 
nive at my wife's amours with any- other- 
man. In the mean while I deſire you. 
will make every neceſſary enquiry after 
Herbert, that I may be, when thorough-. 
ly informed of his connections and at- 
tachments, better able to know how to 
conduct myſelf in a buſineſs which gives, Y 
inexpreſſible uneaſineſs to | 
Your unhappy friend 


GLanpous, 


E. 
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P. S. My wife is confined to an a- 
partment of her own, and denied the 
uſe of pen, ink, and paper: but ſhe has 
the liberty of walking in the garden- 
with me when ſhe pleaſes My compa- 
ny, however, has never been agreeable: 
to her.. „ 
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LETTER I. 


Mr. HERBERT to Sir WILLIAM Bover.. 


T is impoſſible for me to continue 
any longer here: I muſt love her if I 
ſtay. My attentions about her in conſe- 
quence of her indiſpoſition have ſo in- 
creaſed her former regard for me, and 
ſo foftened her heart, that I cannot ſtand. 
it. I doat on ber already as much as 
ſhe does on me: and that ſhe doats on 
10 . me, 
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ue, is very evident. I will ſoon convince 
you of her extreme affection for me: but 
let me tell you firſt, that ſhe has not a 
| fingle fault, ſhe has no capriciouſneſs, no 
pride, no vanity ; not the leaſt affectation. 
She never caſts a look on any man but 
me; and yet, tho? ſhe has a thouſand 
virtues, with ten thouſand additional 
charms, I muſt not—dare not think of 
her. She is an angel as much above my 
reach, as I am above being guilty af 
any mean action to procure her father's 
conſent, without which ſhe never will, 
I am ſure, marry; nor would I wiſh her 
to ſwerve from her duty—Yet how will 
the reſign me? Dear Emily! | 
Having diſcovered that we were mutu- 
ally attached to each other in the ten- 
dereſt manner, I began to be afraid of 
| ENS * any longer with her, and 
aſſum- 
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aſſumed, therefore, a very different kind 


of behaviour: I kept at a much greater 
diſtance, and treated her with a reſerve, 


a reſpect which, after the” innocent in- 
dulgences exchanged between us, could 
only be attributed to the utmoſt indiffe- 
rence. Poor, dear girl! I cannot de- 
ſcribe her behaviour upon the alteration 
which ſhe obſerved j in mine, She examin- 


ed my every look, ſhe watched my every 
motion, ſighs broke continually from her 


gentle boſom, and the deepeſt melancho- 
ly ſeemed to have taken poſſeſſion of her. 
Good Mr. Muſgrove, alſo, appeared to 
ſympathiſe with his daughter, and beheld 
both ber and mne with an affectionate 
Tort. of ſcrutinizing curioſity, as if he 
ſuſpected that there had been ſome little 
miſunderſtanding between us, _ want- 
ed to find it out. 


1. 


In 


5 
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In this ſituation we paſſed a whole 
day: towards the cloſe of it, Mr. Muſ- 
| grove left the houſe, and left Emily and 
me fitting together: /be ſat with her eyes 
fixed on the floor; I looked with a. gloo- 
my kind of reſerve into the garden. 
Hearing a profound ſigh break fromm 
the boſom of my companion, I turned 
my head, and ſaw her ſweet face bath- 
ed in tears, rivetted on me with a melt- 
ting ſoftneſs not to be reſiſted, ' I could 
contain no longer. I roſe, ſat down by 
her, took her band in mine, and with 
all the impaſſioned tenderneſs which at 
that moment ſwelled my fond heart, 
| aſked her what had made her ſo melan- 
choly; what had ſo affectingly diſtrefſed 
my amiable friend. 5 
The ſudden change in my bekiwvighy 
produced an immediate alteration ''1n - 
hers. The tendereſt ſmiles lighted up 
_ thoſe 


— 
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thoſe features which had before a cloudy 
appearance. With a voice which would 


have ſoftened: a heart of. adamant ſhe re- a 
plied, © I feared that 1 had —_. or- * 
* done ſomething. to offend you. f 
A few more pearly drops followed « 
thoſe words, and almoſt deprived me of | 
all. the little reſolution 1 had left. Yet ; 
{till I ſtrove to behave with indifference, ; 
tho' I could not help throwing my arm 


round her, and telling her that it was im- 
Poſſible for her to offend me; adding, | 
that. if it were poſſible, I was too inſig- 
nificant an object to be attended to. 

1 ſhall never think ſo;“ anſwered 
ſhe:—“ I ſhall ever wiſh,” continued 

ſhe,. after a pauſe, vith a faultering 
voice, © I ſhall ever wiſh to deſerve your 

„ ſincere. approbation.” - 

The charming timidity, and tender 

_ earneſtneſs with which thoſe words were 

pro- 


— 
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pronounced, threw me entirely off my 
guard. I preſſed her cloſely to my 


throbbing breaſt, while ſhe, quite .over-. . 


powered by the emotions under which 
ſhe laboured, let her ſweet face fink on 
my ſhoulder. im 

Thus ſituated we both remained, till 
we heard ſomebody coming towards the 
door. She then ſtarted up, and walked 
tothe window. The ſervant was the perſon 
who alarmed us. He brought a meſſage 
from a neighbouring Lady to Miſs Muſ- 
grove, to inform her, that ſne would call 
on her for a quarter of an hour if it was 
agreeable to her. ; 

The gentle girl looked as if ſhe was 
burt by this intruſion and interruption, 
I, on the other hand, ſhall have reaſon 
perhaps, to - applaud the Lady for her 
triendly viſit as long as I hve, for 1 

was, actually, on the very point of dif- _ 


cover! ng 
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covering the ſentiments which I had fo 
long, and ſo carefully concealed, and 
which were ready to burſt from me with 
an energy that would moſt pathetically 
have convinced her of the ſtrength and 


ſincerity of them. Circumſtanced as I 


as, I could not forbear following her 


to the window, catching her hand, and 


intreating her to forgive me if I had, in- 
advertently, ſaid or done any Ging, to 
diſpleaſe her. 

She anſwered me with a look, the 
moſt favourable one to be conceived ; 
and modeſtly returning the preſſure of 
my hand, prepared to receive her vi- 
=. 5: 

To avoid the 1 Like 1 went 
into the garden., There.I took myſelf 
to taſk ſeverely for my indiſcreet conduct, 
and determined to be more cautious for 


the future; tho 1 diſcovered a fund of 


love 
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love and pity in my breaſt, which render- 
ed it extremely difficult for me to act 
with the reſerve I had deemed neceſſary, 
to deprive the dear girl of all hopes, as 

I cannot, I think, with honour give her 
encouragement to cheriſh them. If I 
remain here, however, I ſhall undo both 
myſelf and her: I muſt, therefore, 
leave Acton. When I am at a diſtance 
I will write to her, and acquaint her. with 
my intended tour: by ſuch a procedure, 
that ſo much dreaded opening of my de- 
ſign of ſeparating myſelf from her, and 
the ſtill more terrible adieu, will be ſpar- 
ed me, When I am at a diſtance from 

this amiable creature, I hope you will 
find more fortitude in 


| Your ſincere friend 


C. Hengenv, 15 


1 10 


72 The MexcExaRT MaRRIAOGE. 


ILL 
Lord Granpove to Mr. MackinTosn. 
A AY wife — To what appellation 
| ſhall I have recourſe ſo expreſ- 
five of the iniquity of her proceedings, 
and her ſeemingly fixed reſolution to de- 
ſtroy my peace for ever: to deſtroy my 
peace, and to haſten her own ruin ?—My 
wife, I ſay, has, in ſpite of the vigilance of 
the perſon whom I planted over her to 
watch her motions, made her eſcape; 
nor can I tell in what manner ſhe got 
away, nor who aſſiſted her: ſome of the 
| ſervants muſt, certainly, have facilitated 
her. elopement, but neither threats nor 
bribes have yet been able to bring them 
to confeſſion. However, as I have ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to believe that London is 
the place to which -her route will lead 
| | ST her, 
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her I ſhall ſet out poſt in purſuit of her, 
and I intreat'you, my dear David, to be 
ſo much my friend, as to make all poſ- 
ſible enquiry after her. I muſt alſo again 
requeſt.you to get all the farther informa- 
tion you can relating to Herbert. 

I hope to meet you on my arrival 
in London: if I am not fo lucky, a line 
will be very acceptable, to | 

Tours, 
GrAuDOpR. 


P. S. I read to Lady Glandour, that 
part of your laſt letter, in which you tell 
me, that Herbert has been at Mr. Muſ- 
grove's, at Acton, ever ſince I caught 
her waiting for him in Kenſington Gar- 
dens. | "+ Art 


Will a 
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co BO THE N 
Miss MusGrove. to Miſs BUTLER. 


perpetual. anxieties torment the 
boſom of your Emily! Sometimes I flat: 
ter myſelf that I have made ſome im- 
preflion upon the moſt valuable of all 
hearts: ſometimes I am greatly afraid 
that Herbert is totally indifferent about 
me, He appeared ſo indifferent the other 
day that I was, beyond expreſſion, af. 
fected by the coldneſs of his behaviour: 
I really began to think that I was rather 
the object of his hatred and averſion, 


khan of that friendſhip of which I thought 


myſelf certainly poſſeſſed. J was ſo hurt, 
my dear, with ſuch an alteration in him, 


and ſo deſirous of knowing what ] had 


done 


HAT hopes and fears! What 
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done to occaſion it, that 1 became quite 
wretched. My dear father plainly ſaw 
how much I was diſturbed, tho? he kind- 
ly took no notice of my. viſible diſquiet: 
yet Herbert, the dear cauſe of allmy 
anxiety, ſtill continued to treat me with 

a chilling reſpect, and by that reſpect, 
kept me at ſuch a forbidding diſtance, 
that I was quite depreſſed. | 

On my father's leaving us together, 
yeſterday, we ſat for ſome time in a pro- 
tound ſilence. 

Seeing that he carefully averted his. 
eyes from me, and would not take the 
leaſt notice of my dejection, I could hold 
out no longer: I burſt into tears. They 
were the happieſt I had ever ſhed, as 
they rouſed the dear cauſe of them : they 
made an inſtant change in his behaviour, 
he flew to me, caught me td his boſom, 
and while he held me cloſely enfolded, 


E 2 . aſked 
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ed me, in the ſofteſt accents, from 
whence my tears. proceeded, 


I told him, honeſtly, the truth; I cold | 


him, that I was wretched becauſe I was 
apprehenſive of having diſpleaſed him. 
Ne aſſured me that I could not offend 


him; and ſpoke of himſelf in ſuch mo- 


deſt terms; that, I could not help declar- 
ing the high opinion I had of him. He 
ſeemed quite tranſported; he preſſed me 
cloſe: he appeared to be unable io give 
a vent to his feelings. As for me, quite 
intoxicated with joy, I ſunk upon his 
boſom, overcome with ſenſations which I 
cannot deſcribe. He too was filent, tho 
I every moment expected him to ſpeak, 
as his eyes ſaid a thouſand tender things 
tho' his lips were ſnhut. | 

In the midſt of this tender ſens: we 
were incerrupted by an impertinent viſit. 
As ſoon as that was over I went to ſeek 


him 
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him in the garden. The evening was 
coming on, and fancied that the duſk, 
added to my apparent readineſs to liſten 
to him, inight prompt him to communi- 
cate the ſeeret wiſhes of his heart: but 1 
was miſtaken, Lucy: he has no ſecrets 
to communicate: none, at leaſt," for me. 
He now behaves quite eaſy, neither indif- 
ferent, nor particularly attentive: it is 
this mediocrity of behaviour which drives 
me to defpair. I am thoroughly aſſured 
that he has nor once thought 'ſerioully 
about me. Let tho' 1 have no hopes, 
Lucy, I cannot alter, I do not deſire to 
alter my ſentiments concerning him. 1 
ſhall ever eſteem him, love him, I may 
ſay, and honour him for the noble and 
uncommon reſiſtance”he made to his in- 
clination for Lady Glandour; when it 
would have been highly indiſcreet in 
him to indulge i it. I ſhall always think 


E 2 | him 
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him ſuperior to every man I know, and 
cannot bring myſelf to love any other. 
I may, certainly, be allowed to reckon 
upon him as a friend. But I feel my 
friendſhip for him ſtealing into a ſofter 
paſion—a paſſion which may, A 
too much expoſe | 


Your: ever affcQionate, 
„5 Mvoschov. 


LETTER III. 
Mr. HERBERT to Sir WILLIAM Bovzr. 


Received, yeſterday, a very myſterious | 
letter from an unknown hand. It 
was written in ſo ambiguous a manner, 
that I was curious to find out the writer 
of it; and wanting a decent pretence to 
leave 
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leave Acton, I told my good friends that 
ſome buſineſs obliged me to be in 
La How od; 

Without giving Mr. and Mi Mus. 
grove, any reaſon to think that I did not 
intend to return, I left them with light 
adieus, and ſet off for the, capital. 

I ſhoukd have immediately thought, - 1 
believe, that the anonymous letter came 
from Lady Glandour, had J not heard, 
from good authority, that ſhe was in 
Scotland; and eloſely confined—Lady 
Glandour is now the laſt perſon .I deſire 
to ſee. However, as I am earneſtly called 
upon to liſten to the dictates of humant- 
ty, I cannot help wiſhing: to know if it 
is really in my power to-do- what is re- 
quired of me towards the relief of a per- 
ſon in very great diſtreſs, whom ] have, 
according to the letter-writer's afſertion, 
plunged, tho' undeſignedly, into deep 
E 4 __allition, 
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affliction, and whom J alone can relieve. 
I go to the place appointed the more 
readily, as I find it is at a ſhop of ſome 


reputation. When 1 know more now 


mall Hear again from 


3 r 


S. Hzxzzxr. 


ms. 
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. E ** E R LIV. 
1 the ſame to the 3 


Went as 1 ſald I World to the houſe 
mentioned in my letter; a milliner's 


— 
> 


in Covent-Garden, and told the miſtrefs 


of it that I came thither in conſequence 
of a letter J had received, to meet a per- 


ſon who had OO | me to be there that 
| morning, 


I was 
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I was immediately taken up ſtairs.. 

When the door was thrown open; 
Lady Glandour, to my extreme lurpriſe, 
ſtarted from rhe e on which the was 
e 
I cannot deſcribe her looks : ſtilleſs 
am I able to deſeribe my own; but they 
were, probably, different from thoſe - 
which ſhe expected, as ſhe changed co- 
jour, ſeemed to be very much ae 
eerted, and returned to the ſeat ſhe had 
quitted with alacrity at my entrance. 

I 'was full as embarraſſed as ſhe could 
poſſibly be: however, upon the perſon's 
retiring, who introduced me, and ſhut- 
ting the door, I thought it neceſſary, to 
ſay ſomething: I therefore, told her 
ladyſhip that I had not expected: to ſee: 
her in coded denn hoard ſhe was in 


Scotland. | : | 
E 5 «Ya 
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Ves, replied ſhe, with great agita- 
tion; « and you Wiſh I was there this 
moment, I dare believe l am hut too 
ae ell convinced that Mr. Herbert is 
“ become the man I was made to believe 


ehe was, and that he has loſt all the re- 


* gard and affection he ance vowed. to 


« retain; for ever for the moſt uphappp 
4 of women.“ 

Here a flood of tears Kopped : any foes 
ther utterance—Her tears, I own, ex- 
ceedingly diſtreſſed me I could not fee 
this once adored, and ſtill lovely crea- 
ture in ſuch a ſituation without emotions, 
to which I wiſhed I. had not been expo- 
ſed; emotions the more painful, as I 
knew that it was nat in my Power $0 re. 
beve her. ll 

After a little pauſe, however, I re- 
* that I full felt, and ever Hum 
- feet 
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feel ſo much friendſhip for her, as to- 
with to ſee her happy; adding, that as- 
affection, in her ſituation, was a paſſiom 
too of which Idared not to allow myſelf the 
indulgence, I could only hope that ſhe: 
would be contented with my friendly 
ſervices, which ſhe might always com- 
mand, without expecting nn ten. 
der attentions. 

Here I ſtopped, having ſid: ich 
as I thought was proper to her in her- 
preſent circumſtances: they had. an a 
larming effect upon her: ſhe turned as: 
pale as death, funk back upon. the. ſo- 
pha, and with. a faultering voice, cried, 
Lou love me no longer, then? What: 
«2 wreteh am I to have occaſioned: ſuck 
“sa change in you!” —She then fell into» 

a fainting fit. I was ſhocked. at the con- 
dition in which I faw her, and haſtened 
to her aſſiſtance; but having no ſmelling · 

| E. 6. bottle, 
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bottle, I rang the bell, and called or 
ſalts and water. 


On the immediate departure of ihe ſer- 


vant, who had appeared in conſequence of 
my rapid application to the bell, ſne 


ſtarted again from the fopha in a freſh 
Paſſion of tears Every thing then is 


oer between us, I find,“ ſaid ſhe— 


< But tho' you can give me up ſo calmly, 


<«/Feannot part with the only man I ever 
loved, I ever ſhall love, ſo eaſily: I 


am but too well convinced, indeed, 
that I have in ſome meaſure, brought 


4 this upon myſelf yet if you ever loy- 


ed me, as you pretended, you could 
* not have ſeen my diſtreſs with ſo much 
* compoſure.” 

I will own J was very much hurt by 
this reproach, which I really thought I 


had not deſerved. 1 was exceedingly 
diſturbed at finding her continue in the 


ſame 


The Mzxcrnarny' MaxRIACE. B85 


ſame temper of mind ſhe was in when we 
met firſt, not having it in my power 
to remove the cauſe: of her uneaſineſs 
without throwing: her into new diſquiets, 
and deſerved diſtreſs. I was as cautious, 
as my regret at not being capable of re- 
lieving her in the way ſhe ſeemed to 
with for, would ſuffer me to be, of 
what I ſaid to her—Ringing the bell a 
ſecond time, I told the ſervant on her re- 
appearance that I believed the lady had, 
need of her aſſiſtance, and left her ab- 
ruptly; not chuſing to enter into a detail 
of our fôrmer connections, before a third 
perſon, nor to venture myſelf any longer 
with her alone, leſt a recollection of 
paſt ſcenes, ſhould involve me in new 
ones highly improper—I wiſh indeed, 
that we had never met, as we were not 
deſtined to meet in the manner agreeable 
to my firſt deſires. I am grieved to find 
out, 
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out, ſo late, that ſhe actually loved me, 
and that ſhe has been ſo cruelly diſap- 


pointed by liſtening to the deluſive voice 


of ambition. It will be infimtely better 


for us both never to fee each other again. 
J am ſure it is quite neceſſary for my 
future peace never to fee that face, and. 


to hear thoſe - accents which can only 


ſerve to revive ideas not to be remember- 
ed without the moſt painful ſenſations, by 
Yours fincerely 


C. HERBERT. 


Ern 
Miſs MusckovxE to Miſs BUTLER... 


Am again ſufficiently at leiſure to 
take up my pen. Herbert hurried 
away from us on the receipt of a letter, 
without mentioning a ſyllable concern- 


ing 


* 8 
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ing his return. I have, undoubtedly, no 
right to ex pect an explanation of his con- 
duct: but as he ſeemed always deſirous 
of being acquainted with every little al- 
looks, and demanded: my reaſons for 
ſuch changes with the greateſt earneſt- 
neſs, the moſt apparent friendlineis, am 
I not encouraged, Lucy, to imagine, that 
he might have been more explicit with 
regard to his own behaviour? The want 
of openneſs on his fide has, I confeſs, 
To you I communicate my moſt ſecret 
thoughts, which I fhould be afhamed to 
diſcloſe to any other perſon, I bluſh, 

indeed, at having indulged any thoughts: 
relating to this man—but we cannot ak. 


ways command our inclinations. I do 


not, however, know what Lam ſaying: I 
hardly know what I write. 


My 
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My father, who has ſhewn much anxi- 


1 
ety at my dejection, without enquiring- 
too minutely into the cauſe of it, preſſes | 
me to go to London. with him. As I am 
fenſible that he hopes, by taking me with 
him, to amuſe me, I readily accept of his | 
earneſt invitation. I am therefore oblig- 
ed to ſhorten this letter, but you may be 
aſſured that I ſhall ever remain 
ZI dear Lucy's affectionate, 
E M. 27 
| 
Mr. e to Sir Wu IIa Boner: | 
N what a ſcene have I been engaged! | 
L Into what indiſcretions have I plung- 
ed myſelf, by giving way to my paſſions! 
Indiſcretions which 1 had. determined ne- 


ver 
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ver to commit: and againſt which, in- 
deed, I have been arming myſelf with 
reſolution. But with all his boaſted forti- 
tude what is frail man! How ſoon does 
he fall a victim to propenſities which 
ought not—which; * knows, ee not 

to be encouraged! | 
As I hurried away with ſuch precipita- 
tion from Lady Glandour, vou will 
ſcarce expect to hear that I went to her 
again: yet a ſecond letter, written in the 
moſt affecting terms occaſioned my re- 
turn. In that letter, after having moſt 
tenderly reproached me for leaving her 
in ſuch exquiſite diſtreſs, without ſtaying 
to hear what ſhe had to ſay in her de- 
fence, ſhe ſo urgently, ſo eloquently, in- 
treated me to ſee her once more, only to 
make replies to a few queſtions. which 
ſhe could not truſt to paper, and on my 
anſwers to which her reconciliation with 
| Lord 
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Lord Glandour entirely depended, that 
J could not reſiſt. The deſire 1 felt to 
contribute to the reſtoration of her loſt 
character, and to render her more ſatis- 
fied with her marriage than ſhe had yet 
been, determined me to wait on her. 

Influenced by thoſe conſiderations T 
drefſed, and was as expeditious in return- 
mg to che houſe, as 1 had been in my de- 
parture from it. 

Scarce had I entered the room when 
l faw the door open, and Lord Glantour 

appear, 

Advancing to me, immediately, he 
charged me, in the moſt virulent lan- 
guage, with having, under the falſeſt pre- 
tenſions to honour, endeavoured to make 
him believe that I had no longer any de- 
ſigns upon his wife, while I was, at the 
__ time, ſeducing her from her duty. 

MY 1 Was. 


- 
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I was ſurpriſed, but not intimidated 
by this ſudden, and very unexpected ac- 
cuſation, as I was conſcious of the inno- 
cence of my conduct, and even of my 
intentions: but before I could exculpate 
myſelf, Miſs Muſgrove, to my extreme 
aſtoniſhment, made her appearance: run- 
ning. up to me, with a countenance-in 
which terror was ſtrongly. painted, ſhe 
placed herſelf between me and Lord 
Glandour, whoſe hand was upon his 
ſword.—“ Hold, for the love of heaven!” 
exclaimed ſhe; do not offer to injure 
< hin—however guilty he may appear, 
* will venture my life that he is not ſo. 
« —Oh! ſtop—ſtop—” | 

She could not proceed, but funk in « 

ſwoon at my feet. wt 
Forgetting at that inftant,. every thing | 
but the concern I felt for this dear ami- 
able girl, who had expoſed herſelf for 
ay. 
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my defence and preſervation, I raiſed her 
from the floor, and carried her in my 
arms to the very ſopha which Lady 
Glandour had quitted, ſhrieking on np 
Lord's entering the room. 

Then, turning to my Lord, 1 aſſured 
him that my viſit was entirely at the re- 
queſt of his Lady, as ſhe had- expreſſed 
a deſire to be reconciled to him, and on- 
ly waited to receive ſome intelligence re- 
lating to the letter which I had wrote in 
anſwer to the firſt ſhe ſent me; -adding, 
I am ready to give Lady Glandour 
& this letter before you, and if it is not 
& ſufficient' to clear me from having 
« formed the deſigns with which I ſtand 
charged deſigns of which I had ne- 
« yer the moſt diſtant idea -I am ready, 
when the Lady whom you have ſo ſe- 


« yerely terrified is recovered, to give 


ee oil yin 
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« you all the ſatisfaction which one gen- 
« tleman can demand of another.“ ED 
Lord Glandour liſtened to me with 
attention, but did not | take his hand from 

„„ͤö; EI 8 

The moment 1 ceaſed to "ſpeak, he | 
flew to Miſs Muſgrove, who was tit 
without ſenſe or motion. _ Then 1 turning | 
towards me, he ſaid, It is enough: 
«© ] am now convinced by your every 
« Jook, by youf whole | behaviour, that 
« you are too much intereſted in this 
Lady's recovery—whom I am ſorry to 
c have frightened—to have any farther 


„ deſigns upon my wife.“ 


I heard no more. My attention was 
engroſſed by poor Emily's ſituation, a 
ſituation which I had unfortunately oc- 
caſioned. I was ſhocked to death to 
think of what ſhe had ſuffered, and might 
{till ſuffer on my account. Taking her 


in 
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in my arms, I trained her to my boſom, 
laid her face to mine, and thought of no- 
thing but the recovery of her ſenſes. 
Luckily for us both, Lord Glandour 
had removed himſelf and his Lady: 1 
found myſelf therefore alone with Emily, 
who began, ſoon afterwards, to ſhew 
ſigns of returning life -A faint. glow 
began to animate thoſe pale cheeks 
which J had preſſed with my lips, hop- 
ing to revive her; ſhe began alſo to open 
her eyes. I then changed my attitude, 
leſt I ſhould offend her, and threw my- 
ſelf at her feet to aſk_her pardon for hav- 
ing, tho? very unintentionally, occaſioned 
her being ſo greatly terrified. The im- 
paſſioned tenderneſs with which her be- 
haviour had inſpired me, prompted me 
to lift her hands alternately to my lips, 
while I breathed a thouſand ſwelling 

| Tighs, and often called her my dear, my 
| | amiable 
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amiable Emily. I really was not maſter 
of myſelf at that affecting moment. 1 
could no longer confine to my boſom, 
that ſecret Which I had juſt... before re- 
ſolved never to articulate. I was now 
perfectly aſſured that Emily, alone, poſ- 
ſeſſed my heart; and convinced, at the 
lame time, that L had been guilty of the 
greateſt impropriety in not letting her 
know: the true ſtate of the heart which 
was devoted to her for ever. Juſt when 
I was thinking of an attempt to make 
ſome ſort of reparation for my faults, 
ſhe, with a languiſhing, earneſt look, 
tenderly - returning the preſfure of my 
hands, ſaid, « Riſe, Mr. Herbert; I in- 
e treat you to riſe, and to tell me if you 
< really are not hurt—Oh!—I have been 
e frighted to death,” continued ſhe, 
* leſt you ſhould have been murdered 
« by that violent man} — Are you 
4 * wound:d?” 
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« wounded added ſhe, in the ſofteſt; 
kindeſt accents. 

„No, my ever dear Miß Muſgrove,” 
anſwered I, ſeating myſelf. by her, and 
again taking her hands in mine; I have 
received no hurt at all; I am only pain- 
e ed at ſeeing you ſo much terrified on 
en account, at a time when you did 
<« not know hen I did not indeed my- 
« {elf know—how dear you were to my 
% doating heart.” | 

Here again I acted diametrically oppo- 
ſite to the plan I had chalked out for my 
conduct; but Love triumphed over rea- 
ſon, and rendered me totally incapable 


of reſiſting his almighty power; nor did 


I for ſome moments, repent of what 1 


had ſaid; for the joy ſhe diſcovered on 


finding me, at laſt, what ſhe had really 
ſo long ſighed for, made me attentive on- 


ly to her: I thought of nothing elſe, of 
| no 
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no other perſon in the world. When 1 


had uttered the above-mentioned wards, 
a glow-of tranſport ſeemed to animate - 
her whole frame: ſhe, at firſt, actually 
trembled with delight: a ſoft languor 
ſucceeded her tremor, and ſhe ſunk upon 
my boſom. Hiding her bluſhing face 
upon my boſom, ſhe cried, in the ſweet- 
eſt accents, © Oh, Herbert, do you 
« then ſincerely love me? may I believe 
e you have no farther deſigns on Lady 
« Glandour ?” 

No, my deareſt Miſs Muſgrove—I 
never had any after her marriage, and 
when I flattered et with being di- 
ſtinguiſhed by you.” 

She looked up in my face, with the 
tendereſt earneſtneſs, as if ſhe ſtill had 


doubts; as if ſhe ſtill feared to be mi- 


taken. However, on my repeatedly 
declaring, with the moſt ardent prote- 
Vo I. II. F ſtations, 
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ſtations, how ſincerely I loved her, ſhe 


gave herſelf up to her ecſtatic feelings. 


She withdrew her arms, but ſhe with- 
drew them only to fold them round me, 


to preſs me to her gentle boſom, quick- 


heaving with ſhort ſighs, while tears of 
rapture filled her charming eyes : thoſe 
tears I kiſſed off before they fell— My 
e dear, dear Herbert,” ſaid ſhe, ſoftly, 
again hiding her glowing face, © I ſhall 
„love you too well: but you muſt tell 
« me why you, who now confeſs that 


«ycu have ſo long loved me, never, 


<« before this alarming time, gave eaſe 
« to my heart, and your own, by telling 
« me that I was affectionately eſteemed 
« by you?“ : 

“ Becauſe I had poſitively reſolved,” 
ſaid I, © never to make that diſcovery ; 
and I now exceedingly condemn 'my- 

| ak 
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„ſelf for having confeſſed a paſtion 
> which I cannot Juſtify, and which—” 


* Hold, hold, ws replied ſhe, inter- 
rupting me, and riſing from the atti- 
tude ſhe had been in for ſome moments, 
looking alſo very ſeriouſiy at me, 
What do you mean by this? Are you 
55 « changed already ? Do you already re- 


< pent of having made me ſo happy by 


* your confeſſion ? Do you wiſh to re- 


= tract 1 it?“ 


« No; I ſhall never repent of 8 


N happy,“ k replied | — 6c To render 


© you a thouſand times more ſo, 1 ſhall 
« ever ſtudiouſſy endeavour But it will 
never be in my power,” continued I, 
with a deep ſigh z © Mr Muſgrove will 


never conſent to my marrying his 


charming daughter. No, Miſs Muſ- 
« grove, I am deſtined to love, but ne- 


n 0 
1 « To 
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« Do not ſay fo,” anſwered ſhe: 

« you ſhall be happy if your Emily can 
make you ſo: My father, I am ſure, 
very much eſteems you, and I dare lay 
„that he, at preſent, does not intend to 
& marry ine to any body, tho' I thought 
« he did a little while ago; and I was 
very uneaſy, in conſequence of my con- 
* jectures; but I refrained from ac- 
* quainting you with them, as you then 
« would have diſcovered that I loved 
40 you.“ |; 

And why did you deſire to con- 
1 ceal your inclination for me?“ | 
cid not know whether it would be 
* apreeable to you or not to know it, as 
« you had never declared any hc 

“ for me.” 

« How could I venture to erhne it.” 
ſaid I. when there was ſo great a ſupe- 
* riority of fortune on your fide ?—I 

„cannot, 
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e cannot, muſt not think of an union 
de with you: I ſhall be called the moſt 
e mercenary. of men.“ 5 

Fou ſhall nor ſay ſo,” ſs the 
dear generous girl, * as I gain an inva- 
« Juable treaſure in exchange,” 

In this manner we fat and talked, 
forgetting time: we all were the world to 
each other: at laſt, looking upon her 
watch, ſhe ſtarted, We could hardly 
believe that we had been converſing ſo 
long: we were, indeed, I found in a 
convenient houſe, and might have ſtaid 
till the next day without interruption, by - 
making proper acknowledgements to 
the people belonging to it. This diſco- 
very, however, urged me to leave it im- 
mediately. A very natural queſtion, at . 
that, moment, occurred to me: I wonder 
1 thought not of it before. — How 
came you here: my dear Emily! * 


F 3 Shbe 
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She replied that, her father brought 


her to London that Morning, and ſet 
her down at a Lady s houſe within 
a few ſtreets : that ſhe went from 
thence to a ſhop the very next door 


to the houſe we were then in: that 


ſhe ſaw me go in, and Lord Glan- 


dour haſtily follow me with looks ſo 


alarming as to render her unable to 85 
ſtrain herſelf from going after him,— 

With the ſequel I was much better ac- 
quainted than ſhe was.—lI then attended 


her to the Lady's houſe from which ſhe 


came: we parted at the door, not with- 
out the greateſt reluctance on both ſides, 
Before our final ſeparation ſhe made me 
promiſe to come down to Acton that 
night. I told her that 1 certainly ſhould 
be there, as I could not reſt 1 in a ſtate 


of ignorance concerning her, after her 


C3 + 


fright. 
1 When 


a 


S 1 was tempted, 1 confels, to go back to 


vou. 
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When I had taken lewve of Emily, 


the houſe I had quitted; and to enquire : 
what became of Lady Glandour, whomlT 


really pitied as much as I now loved 
Miſs Muſgrove: but when I conſidered 


that I might be drawn into a diſagreea- | 


ble ſituation by interfering, as 1 doubr-" 


ed not but that ſhe was with her huſ- 
band, I thouaht it better to avoid all in- 
terviews for the future. I went home, 
therefore, and ſat down to write to 


And now, Bovey. tell me, augen 
tell me like a friend, whether I can 


with the leaſt propriety think of. aſking 
Mr. Muſgrove for his daugliter, who 18 


heireſs to all his fortune? ſtill lefs' can 


I think! of carrying on any clandeſtine + 


proceedings: and yet to leave her now, 


when ſhe has made fo full and free a 


F 4 diſ- 
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diſclofure of her love how. how can 1 
poſſibly— What is to be done then? 1 
declare Jam not able to gueſs: never 
was there a more endearing, a more love- 
ly creature: but muſt ſhe, becauſe ſhe 
is ſuperlatively good and deſirable, fall 
into the hands of a man who, fincerely 
as he may love her and adore her, will 
always be fuſpected of having had a de- 
ſign upon her fortune ? The aſperſion 
will be ſcandalous; but I muſt expect 
it if L make any propoſals to Mr. Muſ- 
grove: with what face indeed can ſuch 
a fellow as I am, who have nothing, aſk 
a man for his daughter who can give 
her thouſands ?—Millions are too little to 
purchaſe the dear, gentle, ineſtimable 
girl:—-We muſt love on, however—no 
ue muſt relinquiſh love, and reſt con- 
tented with ge a but. it ſhall be 

a friend- 
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a 2 friendſhip of a very uncammon kind: | 
e ee eee II AIG 
ä 21 


C. HERBERT. 


LETTER LYN. 


MIG Muscsovz to Miſs Bye. 
.UCY, my deareſt. Lycy, I am 
tranſported out of my ſenſes. Her- 
bert, the every-way amiable Herbert 
loves me, ſincerely loves me. I am the 
happieſt of my fex. An accident pro- 
duced the diſcovery of his tender at- 
tachment to me; an attachment as ten- 
der as mine is to him. Going to pur- 
chaſe a few trifles, I ſtepped into a op 
in Covent- Garden: from the window 1 
oo Herbert hurrying into the next 4 
; F = 46. 4 houſe. 4 
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houſe. Lord Glandour was immediate- 
ly behind him. I was ſtruck with a ter- 
ror. which I cannot deſcribe. I appre- 
hended nothing but murder; and that 
the man I love would fall a ſacrifice to 
my Lord's jealouſy, as he followed him 
witk the moſt inflamed countenance im- 
aginable. It is impoſſible to tell you 
how I felt at ſo alarming a ſight; I for- 
got my ſex, ſituation, every thing; I 
thought only of the danger to which 4 
ſaw Herbert expoſed: I flew into the 
houſe after them, and arrived juſt time 
enough to ſave Herbert by running be- 
tween them. The violent agitation of 
my ſpirits deprived me very ſoon of my 
ſenſes: I knew nothing of what paſſed. 


When I recovered I found Herbert at 
my feet with my hands preſſed to his 
lips, and his eyes fixed on mine with 
ſuch an affectionate anxiety, that I was 

bod | | almoſt 
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almoſt ready to die from exceſs of plea- 
ſure on beholding him fo ſincerely: inte- 
reſted' in my revival —On my deſiring | 
him to riſe,” he made ſo, ample, ſo ten- 
der a declaration of his long affection for 
me — tho? ignorant of the _ nature. of 
his feelings till ha ſaw me without any 
ſigns of life - that I became intoxicated 
with delight: I really believe that I was 
guilty of numberleſs indiſcretions by diſ- 
covering, in return, ſentiments which 
I ought, perhaps, to have moſt care- 
fully concealed : Vet where is the wo- 
man who can hide her thoughts from 
the man whom ſhe truly loves? I now 
wiſh he would be as explicit to my fa- 
ther. as he lias been to me; but be ſays | 
he ſhall be deemed ſo inferior to me in 
point of fortune, and reckoned fo mer- 
cenary, that he cannot bear the thoughts 
of - - making propoſals. After having 
9 be⸗ 
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behaved in ſo difinterefted_ a manner to 
Lady *Glaridour, "when the was Miſs 
| Shenſtone, he cannot be accuſed, I think, 
fairly, of an avaricious diſpofttion. I 
intended to have faid a great deal more 
about i n, but he is come—1 had ra- 
ther, you way be fure, a thouſand 
times, look at him, and liſten to him, 
than write about him. — But you ſhall 
hear more : about him foon from 


3 
17 \ 


k 
Y 


- Your affectionate 
E. Mosczove. 


P. 18 doi told my father every 
thing but Herbert's confefling his love 
for me. I leave him to do chat. 


f : 


LETTER 
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23 — ; 
L E. T TE R. LVL. 


Mr. Hear to Sir WiLLIaM Bover. 


N the evening of the, day, J vote laſt, 

1 went to Acton. By good fortune 
Mr. Muſgrove was gone to call upon a 
neighbour, —Emily flew to me. Tis 
needleſs to tell you that my arms were 
open to receive her, and that my heart was 
as open to receive any tender impreſſions 
which her looks, words and actions 
might make upon it: yet tho' ſhe was 
evidently very much pleaſed with me, 
ſhe was not at all chearful: her joy, I 
imagine, was too exquiſite to break aut 
into ſallies of vivacity: her ſatisfaction 
was rather, I believe, of that ſolid kind 
which is better felt than deſcribed. 
There was indeed a ſoft, a melting lan- 
guor in her countenance infinitely becom- 


ing, 


— - 
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„tho' it made me apprehenſive at 


; 1 4855 time that the violent fluttering 


which her ſpirits had been thrown i in the 
morning had hurt her delicate frame: I 


was, therefore, ever looking at her with 
amieryr and ſtealing my hand in hers. 


While we were ſo ſituated the door o- 


pened, and Mr. Muſgrove entered, as 


I was fitting in a very lover-like attitude 


by her ſide, from which J haſtily ſtarted, 


as much ſhocked at his finding me with 


my hand in her lap, as if he had caught 
me with. it in her pocket, ſtealing her 


purſe: and really I think the highway- 
man,who robs from neceſſity, and he who 
ſteals a woman's affections without the 
approbation of her parents, are too near- 
ly allied: the latter is perhaps the 
worſt character of the two.—T looked, 
no doubt, as I felt, diſconcerted: yet I 
was ſoon encouraged to reſume my for- 
r ; Wy 27 250" 1 : mer 
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mer behaviour by the gentle looks, ten- 
der ſmiles, and alluring language of 
Miſs Muſgrove.+ I remembered no 
longer the diftance, I had, preſcribed my- 
ſelf : attracted. by. a thouſand; enchant- 
ing graces; and animated by her, pleaſing 
indulgences, I followed the dictates of 
my heart, and gave a looſe to them. by 
numberleſs impaſſioned careſſes. My N 
endearments were received by Emily 
with; pleaſure; they would have been 
returned, I am certain, had not her fa- 
ther's ſanction been wanting. That, 
however, is a felicity I dare not expect 
cannot indeed think of venturing to 
alk him to beſtow ſuch an angel upon 
me: we muſt, unqueſtionably, ſeparate, 
to the inexpreſſible concern of 5 
Yours, 


C. HERBERT. 
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LETTER uM; 


Lord GLaxpour to Mr. Macxurosn. 


' FTER a filence of an unuſual 
continuance, I muſt at en in- 

form you of the caule of it. FJ 
You know very well in what manner 


I found out my wife, as you yourſelf 


dodged her into the houſe in which I 


caught ber with Herbert, and gave me 
the firſt information of her frequenting it. 


You know, alſo, that I, at firſt, ſuſpect- 
ed Herbert of encouraging her in her 
diſſolute and clandeſtine proceedings; 
but when I ſaw his behaviour to Miſs 
Muſgrove, I could not any longer doubt 
of her being the only object of his ten- 
derneſs. This difcovery has given a 
conſiderable relief to my tortured mind: 
it is far, however, from being at eaſe. 
It was n difficulty chat I prevailed on 

Laura 
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Laura to leave the room, and go with 
me: ſhe made a reſiſtance to my ſolicita- 
tions, but finding her lover tenderly en- 
gaged in the recovery of another woman, 
ſhe, at length, went with me: She went 
with me, but apparently againſt her 
will: ſhe pouted, and looked exceeding- 
ly ſulky, ſcarce returning the flightelt 
anſwer to any thing I ſaid' to her. She 
remained in her ſulky fit during our jour- 
ney back to the North. On our arrival 
there, ſhe began to change her note with 

ſomething like concern for what had 
paſſed: ſhe told me that ſhe was afraid 
ſhe had been deceived with regard to 
Herbert, and that ſhe had felt a great 
deal of uneaſineſs on his aceount, as ſhe 
really was engaged to him, and left him 
for me; adding that 7 could not but 
think ſuch an action a criminal one, and 

oh that 


* 


114 The Mercenary MARRIACE. 


that ſhe ſhould ever reflect upon it with 
abhorrence. ? 

1 told her ſhe ſhould Ah ara of 
ber conduct with regard to him, before 
ſhe had conſented to become Lady 
Glandour. 

I ought, ad moſt thoroughly 
<* to have conſidered of it,” replied ſhe: 
for want of proper conſideration, I 
* have made myſelf completely miſer- 
sable.“ | 

« You have alſo extremely Rs 
4 me,” anſwered I; you drew me in 
eto believe that you could be happy 
% with me.—l not only find myſelf miſ- 
* taken; I find that you cannot even 
« be contented with me, nor common- 
“ly decent.” x 1 

* Why then, my Lord, ” exclaimed 
ſhe, * why, did you preſs me ſo earneſt- 
42 * ly to _ you? Why did you per- 

. 


A 
ic 
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© ſuade me to leave the only man Þ ever 
, loved? and why fool that I was 
„ wretch that 1 was—d'd 1; dazzled by 
« ſplendid proſpects Which I cannot en- 
„joy — Why was I ſeduced to leave 


him ?—lIf he has now given me up 


« merit, indeed, his total deſertioa 
« but I cannot ſupport it.“ 

Here a ſhower of tears put a ſtop to 
her complaints I confeſs I was ſo much 
affected by thoſe complaints, that 1 
could not bear to ſee her wretched—I 
felt myſelf the cauſe of her wretchedneſs 
—T was too eager: to ſecure a woman 
who appeared 1 in the higheſt degree love- 
ly in my eyes, and ſhe was but too ready 
to accept of me, urged by the moſt mer- 
cenary inducements— We have, there- 
fore, ruined each other—I feel myſelf 
in a great meaſure the aggreſſor, and re- 


proach m ylelf ſeverely for an action 


Which 
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which cannot be recalled: I even pity 
the repenting creature, whom I have not 
only rendered unhappy, but, perhaps, 
criminal too—ſhe would probably, at 
leaſt, have been ſo, had ſhe not met with 
a man of very, uncommon virtue, who 
had much more command over his paſ- 
ſions, than ſhe had over hers——W here, 
indeed, night J not have been at this 
time, if 1 had not reſtrained. mine 
Some degree of conſideration, therefore, 
is due to her; for had I not preſſed her 
to be my wife, ſhe might have been 
married to Herbert, and ſatisfied with 
her lot; but as our ſituations can- 
not now. be altered, what can be done 
by us, after having made each other un- 
happy, to render ourſelves leſs ſo? Her- 
bert's attachment to Miſs Muſgrove is 
the only thing which ſeems to promiſe 
bay alleviation of our . eee. 

When 


en 
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When my wife perceives that there is no 
room for her co hope to keep him ſtill her 
lover, ſhe may, perhaps, in tin e bring her- 
{elf to be tolerably eaſy wich e What a 
mortifying reflection, however, is this to a 
man who imagined that his perſon, for- 
tune, rank, character, and, above all, 
his tenderneſs, might have commanded 
the affections of any woman, might have 
been courted by all women! And yet, 
when I conſider that I ſuffer partly from 
my own fault,. and that had I not taken 
a fancy to this particular female, pre- 
ferring her to her whole ſex, hardly any 
other woman in the world would have re- 


| fuſed me, would have been unhappy 


with me, I am ſurely to be pitied as well 
as Lady Glandour—In ſhort, we have 
both been in the wrong, and muſt now 
make the belt of our precipitate connec- 
tion. Were I but able co gain Laura's 


heart, 
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heart, I ſhould forgive every thing that 
is paſt: 1 fear 1 ſhall never be fo for- 
tunate—She has no taſte for the calm 
Joys of tranquility and tender friendſhip : 
ſhe has no taſte for any thing except ad- 
miration and noiſe, riot and extrava- 
gance Herbert, by what I can learn, 
was rather too ſentimental, too philoſo- 
phical for her: yet ſhe certainly loved 
him. I have a great mind to try what ef- 
fect an extreme gentleneſs of behaviour, 
and a little more compliance with her fa- 
vourite humours will produce.— But is 
there not a meanneſs in ſuch a behavi- 


our, David? Can 1 ſhew a deference to ? 
the caprices of a licentious, worthleſs 

woman, and ſue for thoſe pleaſures to a 
which I am doubly entitled (as a hut- tl 
bind, and as the purchaſer of them at a ſe 
dear price) without appearing in the h 


moſt abject light? Oh! my friend! did yc 
men 


en 
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men know the riſque they run by an in- 
diſſoluble union with ſuch faithleſs fair-- 
ones, few would have courage enough 
to marry, and, by marrying, expoſe them- 
ſelves to the innumerable vexations which 
embitter the life of 


Your affectionate friend, 
SGI ANDOUR. 
. . . . , N NN 


LE.'T TE: R:: 1X 
Lady GLANDOUR to Miſs CHArMax. 

| | Park-ftreet. 
HEN I was laſt in London, 
Y my ſtay in it was fo ſhort, and 
attended with ſo many mortifying events, 
that I had neither leiſure nor ſpirits to 
ſend to you. I am now here again, and 


- ſhall be glad to ſee you, when it ſuits 


you to call on me. I have been the 


1 


town- 
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town-talk, J ſuppoſe: and I ſuppoſe 
too that a _ thouſand lies have been cir- 


culated at my expence. I would not, 


however, have you believe a third part 
of what you have heard. I am ready 
to confeſs, that not being able to bear 
Herbert's weakneſs in being ſeduced by 


that deceitful creature, Emily Muſgrove, 
I had appointed to meet him, after 


having before accidentally met him in 
Kenſington-gerdens. . My Lord, ever 
Jealous and ſuſpicious, miſinterpreting 


my deſign, hurried . me down into the 


north, telling me, at the ſame time, a 


thouſand falſities relating to Herbert, 


with the moſt extravagant aggravations. 
Inexpreſſibly provoked by ſuch a beha- 
viour, I came to London without afk- 
ing his leave. I was ſorry indeed, after- 


wards, for the ſtep I had taken, bur he 
may thank himſelf for it: had he not 


behaved 
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behaved in à manner ſo monſtrouſly ty- 
rannical, I never ſhould have thought 
of it: we were both to blame. Hur- 
rying after me, he found me at a houſe 
into which Herbert had that moment 
entered: he attacked him with his 
uſual impetuoſity, and would have, per- 
haps, murdered him, if that forward 
girl, Emily, had not flown after him. 
Taking 1t into. her head to be frighten- 
ed, ſhe fainted,” or pretended to faint; 
and Herbert, imagining that ſhe was 
dying, haſtened to her aſſiſtance. While 
he was ſo employed; my Lord forced 
me away, and carried me back to Scot- 
land: zbere he made a violent buſtle for 
a while, but, at laſt, beginning to ſee. 
that he was in the wrong, he thought 
proper. to make ſome conceſſions—He 
has brought me up to town again, and 
from being convinced that he only has 

Vo“. II. G been 
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been to blame, has reſtored me to the 
gocd opinion of every body, by his ſub- 

| miſſions—He now lets me go where I 
pleaſe, and do what I pleaſe—In ſhort, 
Sally, I never felt myſelf fo much Lady 
Glandour as I do at preſent Come, 
therefore, and enjoy, with me, the plea- 

ſure I have ſo long fighed after: 1 am 

ſtill, however, wretched, in the midſt of 


( 
them Herbert — Herbert, who once 
adored me, doated on me, is undoubted- 4 
ly, unalterably attached to that bewitch- 1 

ing ſyren, Emily —-Come and tell me If 
what muſt. be done to deſtroy this con- ir 
nection, which is ſo highly diſagreeable to I 
Yours molt ſincerely, af 

L. GLaxpous. A 

W pl 

be 


* fin 
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LETTER IXI. 


Mr. Henxzrar to Sir WitLran Bovzy. 


OW -ecplening. i is my ſituation — 

Continually prompted by prudence 
* honour to go, J am compelled, as 
often, in voluntarily, to ſtay, Never 
had a man more reaſon to pray againſt 
temptation—I am perpetually telling 
Emily ſo, who will not ſuffer me to 
leave her. With the moſt ſeducing 
ſmiles, ſhe cries, Don't go: you muſt 
not, ſhall not leave.us,” In return I 
aſked her what her father will ſay. 
A gentle ſigh is ſometimes her only re- 
ply : ſometimes ſhe anſwers, © I know 
„not, but I am ſure that I can never 
e liſten to any other man.“ I ſhould 
be indeed half diſtracted if ſhe did. 1 
find new beauties, new excellencies in 


G 2 her 
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6 her every hour: ſhe is become the idol 
of my heart, my ſoul, my every thing: 


but by thus nouriſhing a hopeleſs paſſion, 
1 only lay a foundation for future infe- 
licity : and yet if I leave this dear ob- 


| ject, ſhe will pine away her life in ſor- 


Tow and diſappointment... I wiſh Mr. 
Muſgrove would take ſome notice of my 
attachment. to his daughter, and either 
give her to me, or forbid me his houſe 
at once I ſhould then know the worſt— 


He, certainly, muſt ſee our partiality to 


each other, yet he does not ſeem to ſee 
it, though I am, every antienant, be- 


gang myſelf. - 


She had the head-ach E e : I was 
> much concerned at it that I could 


not help hanging over her all day. 


Twice Mr. Muſgrove caught me feel- 
ing her pulſe, and once with my hand 
upon her forehead to find out the exact 

degree 


\ 


I 
{ 
1 
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degree of TO” SIDE; wage Was $ fe- | 


veriſh, 


Another day 1: A: 10 be m | 
myſelf: ſhe expreſſed ſuch tender pity. 
for me that my heart was quite foften- 
ed. My arm encircled her waiſt, and 
my head funk on her ſhoulder, © She 
was kind enough not to chide me: but 
what muft Mr. Muſgrove think, who 
came into the room abruptly, and ſaw 
me in that attitude? He turned from 
me, indeed, and gave me time to reco- 
ver myſelf. I am ſure, however, I felt 
the colour in my face mount up to my 
very eyes, when he looked at me; tho? 
it is certainly better, after all, that he 
ſhould ſee I love his daughter; that he 
ſhould know it is impoſſible for me 
to help loving her. I even wonder, 
every time I behold Emily, every time 
I hiſten to her, that I did not always 

G 3 - adore 
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adore | her, and am till more and 
more aſtoniſhed at my having preferred 
Miſs Shenſtone to her: I was capti- 
vated by ber outward form; but upon 
a near examination, I find Emily far 
handſomer than Laura. Laura had the 


art of ſetting off her perſon to great 


advantage, and of ſhining in converſa- 
tion : an, att unknown to Emily : ſhe 
is perfectly artleſs ; ſhe cannot even con- 
ceal her love for me: it breaks out upon 
every trifling occaſion: it languiſhes in 
her eyes: it trembles upon her tongue; 
and as it is the firſt paſſion ſhe ever 


felt, it will, I dare affirm, be the laſt. 


Were it poſlible for me to be indifferent 
about ſuch a woman, I ſhould hardly 
deſerve the name of a Man: to the ap- 


pellation of an honeſt man I ſhall not, 


certainly, be entitled, if I proceed in 
this clandeſtine manner: I will en- 
3 deavour 
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devvanr: to convince Emily that ſhe 
ought to drive me from her: L will alſo 
aſſure her that I can never preſume to 
aſk her of her father; ſwearing, how- 
ever, at the ſame time, by all that is ſa- 
cred, never to think of any other wo- 
man. Upon theſe terms only can I 1 
bring myſelf to leave her: when I 
have carried my ſeparating defign into 
execution, -I will come immediately to 
you, expecting every contolargn 1 in your 
Power: 
Yours moſt affeckionately, | 
1 HERBERT. 


LETTER LXII. 


Miſs MusckovE to Miſs Bent 


Should be the happieſt of human 
ereatures, my Lucy, could I but 
64 have 
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have the courage to tell my father how 
ſincerely I love Herbert, and how fin- 
cerely I am beloved by him. I even 
think it my duty to inform him of 
every ſecret of my heart. No father, 
indeed, can better deſerve the confidence 
of a daughter than mine, as he has al- 
ways been ſo very indulgent: and 1 
will venture to add, that no daughter 
could have fixed her heart on a more 
worthy man than I have done: a man to 
whom I wiſh to be united by the ſtrongeſt 
of all ties; aud yet we are by no means in 
a way to be united. My dear lover is too 
delicate, too difintereſted, to propoſe 
himſelf; I am too apprehenſive of my 
father's being of a different opinion from 
mine, to tell him that I can love no 
other man than Herbert, 

Lou aſk me if we never talk of Her- 
bert : we ſcarce ever talk of any body, 


anything elſe. My father is continually | 


launch- 
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launching out in his praife, and I would: 
do the ſame; but. fearing. to ſay. too 
much or too little, I am ſo much check - 


ed, that I am quite unable to W 
my feelings. | 

I wonder: ſomerimes- n my atber 
does not read in my eyes what paſſes in 
my heart — hat he does not diſcover in. 
Herbert's looks the tenderneſs which he- 
knows not how to conceal... If he does 
ſee what paſſes in my heart; and in his, 
he takes no notice of his diſeoveries: 
he expects one of us, perhaps, to ac- 
quaint him with our ſentiments. 1 blame: 
myſelf, indeed, exceedingly, for being fo. 
long ſilent, when 1 fo much deſired to 
ſpeak. I am almoſt ready to wiſh that: 


Herbert was lefs ſcrupulous: a ſtrange: 


confeſſion, Lucy, this from your once: 
baſhful Emily Were not the man, on: 
whoſe account I. make it, Herbert, Ii 


; G e 
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ſhould die with ſhame to communi⸗ 
eate it even to you, had you not found 
me out at-a time when I was hardly ſen- 
-fible of feeling more tender ſenſations 
for him than I ſhould have felt for, a 

very amiable brother Were I bleſt with 
a brother—I ſay Belt. my dear Lucy, 
in order to ſhare my alba s fortune, 
Herbert would not, it may be, think 
wy fortune top great to deter him from 
ſoliciting, an alliance with me. With. 
his birth, education, perſonal accom- 
pliſhments, and character, he has fair 
pretenſions to a much larger fortune. 


than 1 ſhall, probably, inherit —His. 


love for me gives me the higheſt pleaſure, 


but I am diſtreſſed by his diffidence: his. 
timidity is his only failing; and yet. 


ſurely i it. is a charming one, Lucy: never 


did 1 chink I ſhould haye occaſion to 
e, 


. 4993 ; 
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blame any man for bis modeſty; but 
Wet a 1 altered girl is Nu 
| Tour 


E. Muzcrovel 
4 NS: 
EK r CE. 
Lord GLaxnpous to Mr.. MackinTosn;. 
AD Glandour and I are now be-- 
come a couple as completely faſhi- 
onable as any in the kingdom: She 
has her full ſwing” of liberty, and, of 
oourſe; ever goes a different way from: 
me.. We have ſeparate apartments, ſepa- 
rate company, and ſeparate pleaſures: It 
was not, however, you may imagine to. 
contribute to her pleaſures, by taking off 
the reſtrictions of which ſhe complained ;; 
I had no view but to endeavour; by un- 


limited indulgence to win the heart which 
G. ac — * 
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Fo found it impoſſible to gain by any other 
mode of proceeding: were ſhe poſſeſ- 
ſed of the leaſt generoſity of temper, ſhe 
would certainly try to make ſome re- 
turn to my affection, ſuppoſing her in- 
capable of feeling any. Gratitude, Fima- 
gine, might prompt her to treat me 
with the appearance of kindneſs at leaſt: 


but that ſhe diſdains :: Hypocriſy: is not 
one of her vices no, ſhe ſeems to glory: 


in affecting the airs and manners of a 
woman of the firſt faſhion: a character 


in which. ſhe never can appear with the 


{malleſt propriety : her carriage is more 
like that. of a bold, half-bred woman of 
the town, than that. of a. real Lady. 
There is ſuch a thing as dignity even in 
the moſt. vicious women: I am ſorry to. 
fax, David; that my wife rather-flirts in 
the ſtyle of a kept miſtreſs, than amuſes 
berſelf like a Waman: of rank, who, 
l ould. 


| . 
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mould pay ſame regard to decency... 
appear as little vicious, as. poſible is, 
ſurely, meritorious.— As Example. is ſo 
very powerful, thoſe who move in the 
higheſt ſpheres of life, ought to be parti- 
eujarly ſtudious to acquit themſelves in 
the moſt. unexceptionable manner upon all 


occaſions. Too many in thoſe ſpheres 


are greatly reprehenſible: I am ſorry to 
add, that too. many women, diftinguiſh+ 
ed for their beauty and their rank, ſcan». 
dalouſly diſtinguiſh. themſelves by their 


deviations from virtue, —I had. hoped, ! 


confeſs, that I ſhould not have increaſed; 
the number of thoſe huſbands who have 
too. much.reaſon to be aſhamed of their 
wives; but I fear that Lady Glandour 
is not to be reclaimed. She has not 
ſcrupled to tell me that I ſet out wrong 

at firſt, and that had I laid no reſtraints. 
| WE at.the e. * ſhould have 
been 


* 
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been happy. I cannot be of her opini- 
on. I do not believe that ſne ever loved 
any man except Herbert; nor do I ima» 
gine ſne would have loved him long had 
ſhe been married to him, without the 
poſſeſſion of a fortune ſufficient to grati- 
fy all her extravagant wiſhes—nay, even 
then, I do not think ſhe could have 
been contented with bis admiration; 
What ſignify,” ſhe often tells me, rich 
« cloaths, jewels, equipages, and ſervants, 
« jf I am not every where ſeen and admir-- 
« ed ?* —. This paſſion for admiration 

draws her from one folly to another; and 
chere is no ſaying where ſhe will ſtop : 
and yet, tho' J ſee all this, tho I know 
all this, and know too that ſhe would 
have gone off with Herbert, I ſhould be- 
weak enough to love her fondly, could 
E but lure her back to what I think her 
duty, and make her find her happineſs 
PTR 5 


* : 
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at home and in me. — With this view, 


animated by this hope, I have taken off 


all that reſtraint of which ſhe complain. 


ed: yet nothing has the leaſt effect upon 
her. The maſt unbounded liberality; 
and the tendereſt indulgence are equally. 
unable to move her heart to. return ROE: 


affection of. | 
SS Yours FOLEY | 

X . ' Gr ANDOUR; 

SSL oY: 88 88 SS οẽ0&οο | 


EE T TER URIC 


| Miſs Cnayman to Miſs MasTzRs.. 
OU wonder; you ſay, at my giving: 
up ſo mueh of my tune to Lady 
Glandour: indeed, Kitty, it is very a- 
muſing to ſee the manners of people of 
faſhion; tho* between you and I, the- 


higheſt and the loweſt are vaſtly alike ; 


* 


1 


' 

14 
q 
1 
| 
. 
| 
b 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
| 
p 
| 


x36 The MERCENARY Mazniace. 


that is, I mean, they think of nothing 
but their pleaſures, and do not care a 
ſtraw what any body ſays. of them: 


Lady. Glandour has made herſelf pro- 


- digiouſly talked of about Mr. Herbert: 
ſhe declares, however, that ſhe is, in no 
ſhape: to blame; yet ſhe, has alſo con- 
feſſed. that ſhe ſhall never enjoy a mo- 
ment's peace if Herbert marries Miſs 


Muſgrove: ſhe, at the ſame time, encou- 


rages Mr Southwell. to follow her about 
every. where, and I ſhall be very much 
ſurpriſed if he is not ſoon liked as well 
as Herberr, for he is extremely aſſidu- 
ous ; and his affiduities added to a hand- 
ſome face and gentcel figure, aruſt cer- 
tainly do. My Lady meets him at routs, 
and indeed wherever ſne goes. 
Wie were at the play the other night: 


in che fide- box, and Southwell. ſoon at-- 
_ terwards: 


The Mencznany Mazniacr.. 137 | 


terwards came in, and Ko *by h her de 5 


whole evening. 


You aſk me if my Lord is if bar 


parties; I anſwer no: what woman of 


quality has her huſband always pinned to 


her ſide? Indeed, Kitty, you ſeem to be 


quite ignorant of theſe things. I have 


learnt a vaſt deal in the laſt fortnight I 


have been with Lady Glandour, and 


may, perhaps, pick up a lover or two, 
out of the number of men who follow 


us about. So my aunt told my uncle 
when he was unwilling I ſhould come 


hither ; he was actually ready to make 


a quarrel of it: he ſaid, I ſhould only 
get ridiculous notions into my head, and 
loſe my character: but my aunt, in re- 


turn, aſked him if it was not worth while 


to hazard a character in hopes of making 
a fortune, and whether be would heſitate 
about doing any thing to get money 


* 
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which he thought right. This reply {+ 
lenced my uncle at once, and we heard 
no more of him. My aunt then bade 
me go, and pack up my cloaths, and 


ſhip whenever ſne ſent for me. I Was 
quite pleaſed to find that my aunt ap- 
proved of my ſpending ſome part of 
the beginning of the winter ſo agreea- 
bly. We go every where, and ſee every 
thing; yet J do not think that my Lady 
is at all happy. She. is always talking 
and laughing, indeed, in company; 
but ſne ſighs very often when alone. She 
appears to be moſt pleaſed when ſhe is 
with Mr. Southwell : and yet I do. not 
believe ſhe likes him half a quarter fo 
well as ſhe. likes Mr. Herbert. She 
cannot endure my Lord, tho* he makes 
no attempt to controul her : and when- 
ever 


make myſelf ready to wait on her Lady- 


an 


- x 
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ever ſhe finds an opportunity, which 


ſeldom happens, endeavours to give 


her pleaſure—ſhe receives no pleaſure 
from any thing he ſays or does. She 
often-tells me, when we are by ourſelves, 
that ſhe hates the world, and every body 
in it. When J aſked her if ſhe hates 
Mr: Herbert too, ſhe replies, Would 
% you have me love a man who leaves 
« me for a faithleſs creature who, under 


the pretence of friendſhip, betrayed 


« me? but he will find her out by and 
« by : ſhe will be as falſe to him as 
i ſhe has been to me, and then he will 
“e be as ſhy of her as he is of me.” 
Thus you fee, Kitty, that Lady 
Glandour, tho' ſhe has beauty, rank, 
and admiration of all men, one except- 
ed, is, for the want of his admiration, 
miſera- 


r +40 per af, Se. — * 


4 
j 
? 
1 
5 
i} 
1 
1 
5 
7 
4 
* 
' 


net, ; 


140 The Mercenary MARRTAGEs 


miſerable, She ſends for me you a f 
mer mere in my net. | 1 
A Tours, 1 14 2 

| S. b. e 

* x aue, eee 0 


Mw "2 OPIN to Sir WII 141 Bovxv. 


T length, Bovey, 1 may venture to 1 
write myſelf happy: bleſſed be- be 

yond my moſt ſanguine expectations in It 
-the love of the moſt amiable of women, 


and 1n the approbation of the worthieſt, 55 
the moſt generous of men. Ea 
While I was, yeſterday morning, at bea 
Acton, walking up and down haſtily bu 
in the garden, with my arms folded, aw 
and my eyes fixed on the ground, deep- Wit 


ly conſidering to what method I ſhould his 
have | 
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have recourſe to reconcile Emily and 
myſelf to my departure, on Which 1 had, 
at laſt, determined, Mr. Muſgrove } join- 
ed me. | 

After having mentioned ſeveral things 
of very little conſequence,” he added, 
« Where is N 1 full i in 
ne . : 

I cannot tell you why that queſtion 
diſconcerted me, but diſconcerted by it 
I certainly was. I, therefore, heſitated 
before | made any anſwer I then ſaid 

do not know, fir.” Inſtantly, re- 
collecting, however, that The had in- 
formed me ſhe was going to call on the 
Lady in the neighbourhood J have al- 
ready mentioned to you, I told him ſo: 
but I delivered my information in the 
awkwardeſt manner imaginable; I ſpoke 
with no firmneſs : 1 was apprehenſive of 
his ſuſpecting me of a deſign to deceive 

_ him, 
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him, the very thoughts of which I ab- 
horred. 1 felt myſelf embarraſſed. To 
complete my confuſion, he turned ſhort 
upon me. Herbert,” ſaid he, do 
« you love my daughter?“ 
Here was a queſtion, Bovey! I ſtart- 
ed, coloured, and ſtammered out—really 
not knowing what to ſay—*® Love Miſs 
« Muſgrove, Sir!“ 


« Aye; do you love Miſs Muſgrove, 


<« my daughter ?” replied he, clapping 
his hand on my ſhoulder : „Is it not a 
fair queſtion ?, and cannot you anſwer 
. < meas fairly?“ | 
4 fear not,” ſaid I, ſhrinking ? wah 
him, ſhrinking almoſt from myſelf—< J 
« fear I have not acted fairly by you, 
« Sir: I confeſs that I love Miſs Muſ- 
« grove more than my life; to prove 
e my affections for her I will, from this 
< hour, ſee her no more: and I ſincerely 

LL: ; „ aſk 
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« aſk your pardon for what is paſt; but 
<« I ſhould have been more than man to 
« have ſeen ſo many beauties, ſo many 
« virtues unmoved. I ought, it is true, 
« to nave informed you of this long 
« ago, or to have quitted your houſe on 
finding myſelf unable to reſiſt my pre- 
« ſumptuous paſſion. It was too violent; 
« it mocked all reſiſtance.” 

Mr. Muſgrove ſurveyed me from head 
to foot. He ſaw—he mult have been 
blind not to have ſeen it—my whole 
frame in a tremor. My eyes dared not 
to meet the | glances of the man whom 1 
thought I had wronged. 

In a few moments he aſked me, why Þ 
intended to leaye the girl whom L con- 
feſſedly loved. | 

<< Becauſe, Sir,” cas I — © be- 
„ cauſe I can have no pretenſions to a 


+ woman with per fortune. You and all 


the 
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* the world might have deemed me mer- 
&« cenary, had I addreſſed Miſs Muſgrove, 
and concluded — not unnaturally— 
«that her fortune would have been -the 
< principal object I had in view. I, 
therefore, cautiouſly concealed from 
c her the tender ſenſations which ſhe had 
<« raiſed in me; but a very unforeſeen ac- 
<« cident happening to her, affected me, 
and alarmed me ſo much, that the ſe- 
„ cret which I had cloſely confined to 
my own boſom till then, burſt from its 
impriſonment. From that time I have 
been continually reſolving to break off 
all connection with her; and I was, at 
« the moment you joined me, conſider- 
e ing about the moſt effectual methods 
* to accompliſh my deſign.“ 
He looked at me, ſmiling, during this 
| ſpeech; and then ſaid, I ſuppoſe my 
| | girl 


\ 
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60 girl i is as much attached to you” as you 
* f ” 

« Aſk her yourſelf, fir, / epic * 

He turned ſhort, and left me directly. 
In about a quarter of an hour he return- 
ed with my bluſhing Emily. Having 
put her hand in mine, he ſaid, (There, 
« fir, is my daughter; could I have 
« found out a more worthy man for my 
“ ſon than yourſelf, you never would 

have had her.” 
I thanked him for the ineſtimable trea- 
ſure in the beſt manner I was able, but 
not in expreſſions equal to my ſenſati- 
ons, while I claſped the dear girl to my 
boſom, who actually let fall a ſhower of 
tears, Kiſſing them away, I aſked her 
if ſhe wept at my happineſs. 

„No, my Herbert,” replied ſhe; 1 
« weep only for having delayed it, by 
% not making my dear,” indulgent fa- 

Vol. IL H ther 
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cc ther ſooner acquainted with every ſe- 
<« cret of my heart, which has been yours 
<< ee my firſt acquaintance with 

« you.” 

| You may gueſs che anſwer I returned 
to ſo tender a confeſſion. Mr. Muſ- 
grove enjoyed our mutual ſatisfactions. 
He gives me a fortune with his daugh- 


ter ſuperior to what I ever could have 


expected: but that is no otherwiſe of 
conſequence to me than as it may con- 
tribute to my Emily's felicity. I do not 
pretend to be ſo very indifferent to the 
elegancies of life as not to be capable of 
taſting and enjoying them: but as I wil- 
lingly would have married a woman with 
nothing could ſhe have conformed to my 
ſober plan, ſo I would not, on any ac- 
count marry a woman with the moſt 
{ſplendid expectations, who could not be 
contented without living perpetually in 


1 


The Mzrcenarny MaRRTA OR. 147 


a crowd, and who had no reliſh for do- 
meſtic pleaſures; the only rational, the 
only laſting ones, in my opinion. My 


Emily is exactly the very kind of wo⸗ 


man formed by nature, education, and 
taſte, to make me happy: and I am 
ſupremely bleſt to find that I am the 


only man for whom ſhe can think of 


leaving the beſt of fathers. She ſhall 
not leave him, if they chuſe to remain 
together. —I have as great a reſpect 
and eſteem for Mr. Muſgrove as if I was 


his own ſon. 


I am going to write to Lord Herbert 
upon this animating ſubject, and muſt 
therefore conclude 


Your ever-affectionate 


C. HERBERT. 


H 2 LEFT 
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' LE E'T-T'ER VT. 
Miſs CnarMan to Miſs Mas r ERS. 


7 E ere all in the vapours here; 


Y that is, my Lady, who is every 
body. She has been certainly informed 
that Mr. Herbert is going to be married 
to Miſs Muſgrove. I cannot deſcribe 
the condition into which ſhe was thrown 
by this intelligence which ſhe heard at a 


rout. She was ready to faint, but imputed 


her indiſpoſition to the heat of the room, 
and ſaid ſhe muſt return home. -South- 
well, who is her ſhadow, followed her. 
My Lord, luckily for her, happened to 
be out: ſhe could, therefore, complain 
as loudly as ſhe pleaſed : tho? I believe 
ſhe would not have minded him much 
at that time. Southwell appeared to be 
extremely concerned at her diſorder: 1 
am really of opinion that he loves her; 

but 
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but as ſhe is married, you know, he 
ſhould not trouble himſelf about her. 
1 do think the men are vaſtiy wrong 
headed to run only after married wo- 
men, when there are ſo many ſingle 
ones who would be glad of them; but. 
this Southwell ſeems not to be very wile,, 
or elſe love makes a fool of him. How 
ever, my Lady appeared to be pleaſed 
with his aſſiduity about her. (Married 
women now, who are thoroughly faſhio-- 
nable, like any men better than their 
huſbands.). In anſwer to his polite in- 
quiries ſhe told him that nothing could 
relieve her but the putting a ſtop to the 
horrid marriage ſhe had juſt heard of; ad- 
ding, that if he could invent any thing, 
to break off the match, there was no- 
thing ſhe could refuſe him. This was go- 
ing a great way, you will tell me: 1 
believe, indeed, ſhe thought ſo, for he 

H 3 was 
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was mighty grateful: he kiſſed her 
hand a thouſand and à thouſand times, 
and ſhe made no efforts to oppoſe him. 
Jo be ſure there is ſomething vaſtly pret- 
ty in cheſe fooleries, and no harm in 
them at all: but if my uncle heard me 
he would ring another ſtory in my ears, 
as he calls it My anſwer would be, 
that what men lay 1 is never to _ _ 
ed. 

eee W to ah bie beſt 
Ps nee to break off the match, con- 
ditionally; that is, on her enen 5 
keeping her word with him. 

Whea he was gone, I aſked her 1 
ſhe meant by her behaviour, and if ſhe 
really intended to act agreeably to her 
declarations to Mr. Southwell. 

« Lord! what nonſenſe you talk,“ 
replied ſne, who ever keeps her ere; 
amn t eee a 


I was 


T... ̃— K ˙ TRENT: Chana e 
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I was glad to ſee her a little in ſpirits, 
however; but ſhe grew dull again, and 
ordered Mr. n to tell wy Lord ; 
that ſhe was ill. | 

She is not yet Rte a day or two 1 
ſhall know more — I have a ftrange cu- 
rioſity to ſee how this Southwell will ma- 
nage matters. If ſhe ſhould bring back 
Herbert, ſhe muſt, certainly, be civil to 
them both: tho”, perhaps, ſhe may play 
poor Southwell a trick, for ſhe makes 
nothing of the breach of her word with 
a man: I may add, I believe, with a wo- 
man too. I have ſeen a good deal, and 
I have made many obſervations ſince my 
arrival here. I have ſo much more 
pleaſure. here than I have at home, that 


I put up with ſome things in order to 

enjoy others. Lady Glandour, to give 

her her due, is civil to me, but I can 

plainly perceive that ſhe keeps me with 
N her 
* 


% 
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her for her own convenience Every 
body will not come and go juſt when 
he is in the humour. The buſtle which 
ſhe made about Herbert before was of 
no ſervice to her: ſhe is received, indeed, 
at routs, and goes to the public diver- 
fions, yet I find a vaſt many people have 
left her off, and do not viſit here; peo- 
ple who are my Lord's friends, and who 
do not ſcruple to talk very much con- 
cerning her. | 

I once told her what I heard uhifves 
ed about her while ſhe was at the play: 
ſhe rephed—< I don't care: I will make 
* myſelf as happy as I can for all their 
* nonſenſe; half of it ariſes from nothing 
* but envy; moſt of them would be 
* very glad to be in my place, but peo- 


ple love to chatter.”—And ſo to be 


ſure they do: for I have heard in a night 
at one of theſe aſſemblies, a number of 
| lies 


| 


VRG 


0 


The Mtrcenary MARRIACE. 133 
lies circulated about myſelf—She- is: 
therefore right in ſaying: that it. is to no- 
purpoſe to mind peoples tongues.— E 
think, however, that. ſhe has not be- 
haved well to my Lord, nor, by her own 
account, to Mr. Herbert, who never 
would, I believe, have left her if ſhe- 
had not left him firſt :—In ſhort,. Kitty, 
tho' Lady Glandour is reckoned to have 
more wit and ſenſe. than. other. people 
ſhe. has acted very much like a fool; 
inferior as ſhe may think me, in eve-- 
ry reſpect, to her, I know. how to de- 
ſpiſe her: but as I can be carried every. 
where for nothing, and. have a handſome 
apartment, and ſit down every day to an: 
elegant table, I conſider: it as well worth 


my while to fall in with her whims and 


caprices, eſpecially,. while I can divert 
myſelf. with them, and. my dear Kitty: — 
FN" H 4 alſo,, 
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| alſo, who never can ceaſe * ſincere- 
* * and eſteemed by 


Lier affectionate | 2 


8. cnaruav. 


r 


LS TT ER. LXVII. 


Miſs Mosozove to Miſs BUTLER. | 


HAT fodden revoletions are 


there in almoſt every body's 

hfe !—Who can fay, during the continu- 
ance of four and twenty hours, © I am 
happy.“ A very little while ago T 
thought I could have affirmed that the 
happineſs F enfoyed would be rather in- 
ereafed than diminiſhed. —It is now de- 
ſtroyed: there is hardly, perhaps, at this 
moment a perſon in the world mare 
ö wretched, 


— 
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wretched than I am l do not, however, 
pretend to tell you that I have, appa- 
rently, as much reaſon to complain of 
my ſituation as ſome people have f 
theirs. My dear father, I thank God, 
is well, and kind to'me, beyond,. muck 
beyond my deſerts; and he believes me 
to be as well ſatisfied, as I am other- 
wiſe, for I am in a ſtate of great per- 
plexity : I know not how to act: I am 
moſt diſagreeably ſituated. - | 
Ihe day before yeſterday 1 thought 
that my father had made me the happieſt 
of women, by giving me to Mr. Her- 
bert, with his on free vill, without 
knowing that he was the wiſh: of my 
heart, without being ſolzcited on either 
fide: nor could any man, ſeem: more 
pleaſed, more tranſported. than Herbert 
did upon the occaſion ; for ny part, 1 
ſincerely confeſs that I gave a looſe to 
fo © H 6 the 
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the joy I felt at finding my father had 
himſelf choſen for me the only man 
whom E ever can love, and without 
having received the: moſt diſtant hint. 
from me, with regard to my preferring. 
him to all his ſex. I did not imagine it 
poſſible for three people to be happier 
thaw we were: I even fancied that Her- 
Bert had never loved me till that inſtant, 
tho I had long before the ſtrongeſt en- 
gouragement to believe I was exceeding— 
ty dear to him. — How groſsly have I de- 
ceived myſelf! How. miſerable am E 
made. by the deception! I am firmly re- 
ſolved, however, be my ſufferings the 
acuteſt which can be endured, not to 
marry: a man who does not, who cannot. 
love me, who. only pretends to love me 
out of. pity.— Oh! it is inſupportable 
E wiſh not to be pitied by Mr. Herbert, 
tho? I am certainly at this time as true 
an: 
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an object of compaſſion as ever exiſted 
thrown, at once, from the ſummit of. 
felicity, into the abyſs of wretchedneſs. 
This ſudden change ſeems undoubted- 
y ſtrange to you Nothing could have 
been more ſtrange to me. My aſtoniſh- 
ment has almoſt. deprived. me of my 
ſenſes—l ſhall' be better, I truſt, when 
Z have opened my heart to my Lucy: 
to no body. elſe dare I. diſcloſe its ſe · 
erets.—Scarce can I. deſcribe the exceſ- 
five pleaſure I felt when I knew that 
Herbert. was at. liberty to love me: 
when he told me ſo: he told. me ſo eve- 
ry moment, and repeated his tender de- 
elarations with. an energy which made. 
me hear them with as much delight. as: 
he plainly diſcovered while he uttered 
them. I could have liſtened, indeed, 
for ever to his charming accents: my, 
willing ears hung upon his voice: never 
| Wag. 
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was there a more melodious one—He 
had not left me above a quarter of an 
hour when I ſaw, while J was under the 
row of elms in the garden, a paper lie 
on the ground. ſtooped immediately 
to take it up; thinking it might be one 
J had, myſelf, dropped. I was miſtaken 
—]t was a picee of a torn letter: the 
firſt words which ſtruck me, were 
« You ſay that nothing ſhould oblige 
« you to marry Miſs Muſgrove——”. 

J was ſtartled, I confeſs, and, could 
not reſiſt the deſire I had ta read more 
of what ſo nearly concerned me. 
"« whom you never can love, did not you 
* think that her father, to whom you 
« are under obligations, and your bro- 
« ther would both be offended at your 
« refuſal: to ſay nothing of the great 
„ advantage that muſt ariſe from her 
being an only child, and conſequently 

| : 6. an 


The Mercenary MARRIACGCR. 159 


« an heireſs... To be ſure, Charles, ſuch 
«offers are not thrown in every mans 
way; but why old Muſgrove ſhould 
ebe offended at it I cannot ſee, as you 
„have nothing to make you an equal 
« match to his daughter, which is the 
e firſt point theſe old fellows have in 
« view: and as to Lord Herbert's being 
« angry, what right has a brother to in- 

« terfere in your affairs? He may wiſh 
« you ſettled affluently, indeed, if he 
has really a regard for you; but, un- 
% doubtedly, if he knew the averſion 
you have to the girl, he could not preſs 
<« a thing that muſt be ſo diſagreeable to 
« you: notwithſtanding all your endea- 
* yours to conquer your paſſion. for 
“Lady Glandour, you cannot love any 
« Other woman” The reſt was torn 


off, but I had read enough to make me 
miſerable. 


And 
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And now, my dear Lucy, the diffi- upe 
oulty is how to act Fhere is but one 13 
way, and that is a very plain one—1I be 
ought. to. give up all thoughts of Her- wil 
bert; I ought, indeed, myſelf to reject dau 
him to reject the very dds been” to ] 
have ſo long loved, and by whom I have, 2 
for ſome time, fancied I was fondly be- en 
loved Tis a hard taſk, juſt now, Lucy * c 
—] muſt. ſubmit—but I. cannot help arge 

feeling. Enchanted as I was: with Her- we! 
bert's perſonal and mental attractions, == 


F myſt keenly regret the. loſs of him.— he 

He cannot be the man I imagined he 15 
was the worthy man he always appeared. 
to me, if he can connive at deceiving me bail 
rather than offend my. father and. his 


brother, who have not,. either of them,, .. 
as the letter- writer juſtly. obſerves, any pn 
| tainly 


| © reaſon to concern themſelves about him. 
— My dear father, who certainly fixed: 
upon 
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upon Herbert becauſe he thought him a 
man of uncommon merit, tho he may 
be ſorry to find himſelf miſtaken in him, 
will be glad at his t marrying his 
daughter, if he has ſo great an averſion 
to her. Lord Herbert, - indeed, may 
very naturally wiſh' his brother in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a good fortune: but he ought 
to conſider, at the ſame time, that the 
largeſt fortune, with the woman whom 
we hate, can never be enjoyed. I wiſh 
moſt fervently that Herbert had been in 
poſſeſſion of a fortune equal to his deſires, 
he would not then have rendered me un- 
happy by making me believe he loved 
me: had he cruſned all my hopes only 
by diſcovering indifference, I ſhould 
have entirely conquered my weakneſs, 
perhaps, which his behaviour to me cer- 
tainly encouraged. —Pity me, my dear 
7 | friend ; 
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friend; do I not deſerve compaſſion ? 
Few women are thrown into ſuch a ſitua- 
tion as mine. I muſt endeavour to 
ſtruggle through it as well as I can.— 
My chief concern is to find Herbert, 
whom I believed to be poſſeſſed of every 
virtue, ſo deſtitute of ſincerity, the want 
of which, muſt exceedingly leſſen him 
in the eyes of all worthy people. 
Would you not be grieved, Lucy, to 
ſee a friend, whom you dearly loved, 
, turn out a man unmeriting your re- 
gardꝰ— This is mf vaſe at preſent I am 
grieved, I am pained beyond expreſſion: 
I hope, however, that 1 ſhall have 
fortitude enough to behave with pro- 
priety upon the moſt trying occaſion 
I ever met with. Say ſomething, 
ſay any thing to me, to ſtrengthen 
me in the reſolution I have made to 
give 
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give up the man once ſo. dear to the 
heart of re +. x 
Your affectionate. 

E. M. 


* 


obιννee bh 
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Mr. FIERBERT to Sir WILLIAM Boyzy. 


HERE has: been, within cheſs 

1 few days, a ſtriking, an aſtoniſh- 
ing change in Miſs Muſgrove's beha- 
viour, which affects me prodigioully : 
the more ſo, as I cannot aſſign the leaſt 
reaſon for it. She who was ever gentle, 
ever aftectionate, and of a remarkably- 
even diſpoſition—ſince her father's ap- 
probation of my love uncommonly 
chearful, and enchantingly tender—is 
now become melancholy and inconſiſt- 
ent, 
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ent, cold and indifferent: two or three 


times have I caught her weeping—lI 


have importuned her with all the elo- 
quence I am maſter of, with the moſt 
impaſſioned tenderneſs, to acquaint me 
with the cauſe of the ſudden. alteration 
in her behaviour; but in vain—It is im- 
poſſible for me to deſcribe what I ſuffer 
upon this occaſion, ,, I have intreated, 
implored her to tell me in what ſhape I 
have offended. her; what part of my 
conduct has been reprehenſible to no 
purpoſe.— She ſtarts from me, and flies 
to hide the guſhing tear; to ſtifle the 
ſwelling ſigh. I have, from the time I 
perceived this amazing change in her, 
continually employed myſelf in taking 
a retroſpective view of my conduct; 
but I cannot, upon the exacteſt ſcrutiny 
find that I have ever given her any reaſon 
to be diſpleaſed with me. I doat on her 
. | .. to 
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to ſuch a degree that T ſhall be diſtracted 
if I cannot diſcover the cauſe of her de- 
jection. If I can neither diſcover it, nor 
remove it, I muſt apply to Mr. Muſ- 
grove, and requeſt him to aſſiſt me in 
drawing the ſecret out of Emily. He 
has not yet, I fancy, perceived it: She 
appears to be more guarded before him : 
but when alone, with me—ſhe contrives 
to be alone with me as little as poſſi- 
ble—ſhe becomes quite a different 
creature. I am ſo confounded and per- 
plexed at this ſudden and diſagreeable 
turn in my affairs, that I cannot think of 


writing any more at preſent—1 can only 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Yours, &c. 
C. HERBERT. 


LETTER 
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10d; LIE TIER ILXIK. 


Miſs CHAPMAN to Miſs MasTzrs. 
Park Street. 

Am {till here, tho? 1 do not know how 

much longer I ſhall ſtay, My aunt 
has informed me in a letter that my un- 
cle ſays I have been too long here al- 
ready, and ſhall get no good by living 
in a ſtyle of life ſo much ſuperior to what 
I have any right to expect. To be ſure 
I like it robot: IT have a vaſt deal 
of pleaſure ; more, I dare ſwear, than 
her Ladyſhip herſelf. There is ſuch a 
| fuſs with theſe great people—Envyings, 
jealouſies, and quarrellings prevent them 
from having ſcarce a happy hour in the 
day. I, who have none of their niceties, 


who have but one point to carry—that 


15, to > get a good huſband if 1 can laugh 
„ el 
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from morning to night; and the very 
things which put the great people about 
me into a buſtle, divert me. My Lady, 
however, begins to be in ſpirits again. 
Southwell, who is eternally coming 
to the houſe—when my Lord is- not at 
home—has aſſured her that Herbert and 
Miſs Muſgrove will never come toge- 
ther, but he will not tell her what he 
has ſaid or done, to break off the match: 
he begins, I think, to take liberties al- 
ready. I find, indeed, that all the men 
are pretty free, if women vill ſuffer them 
to be ſo. My Lord looks as if he ſuſ- 
pects ſomething. I have acquainted her 
Ladyſhip with my ſurmiſes, in order to 
put her upon her guard; ſhe does not, 
however, ſeem to mind me: I do believe 
that ſhe likes Southwell; but ſhe ſays he 
is better than nobody, and ſhe has ſodif- 
guſted my Lord by her neglect of him, 

that 
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that he now gives himſelf no trouble a- be 
bout her. She now, indeed, does juſt iN 
what ſhe pleaſes, ſhe. ought, therefore, 2 


in my opinion to be very good-humour- 
ed to him; but ſome people are never 
contented. I muſt haſten to a concluſion 
he has ſent for me to amuſe my Lord, 
as ſhe calls it, in the parlour, while ſhe 
talks with Southwell in her dreſſing- 


room. 
* ; 


Adieu. 


S. C. 
SO OOOODOOS OOO OOOO DID 


LETTER” LEX, 


Lord Granpour to Mr. MAack1nTOSH. 


LL my endeavours to induce my ly obl 
wife to love me, to make her a if he" 
reaſonable woman are at an end. She marry. 


is continually out of humour and diſcoa- ¶ love his 
e ten ted Vol 


tented when the is with me ; always flirt- 
ing with fellows when J am not with her, 
and ſometimes even before my face. 
There cannot, conſequently, be the ſligh- 
teſt expectation of felicity, of tolerable 
tranquility with ſuch a woman: I will, 
therefore, however difficult my taſk 
may be—ſtrive to diveſt myſelf of all 
the paſſion, all the inclination I once 
felt for her, and which I {till frequently 
feel when I behold her beautiful face, 
and graceful figure: but when I conſi- 
der that ſnhe never loved me, that ſhe 
never will, never can make me happy, 
think I had better give her up at once, 
after having in vain tried all methods to 
pleaſe her, to win her to be only decent- 
ly obliging. Let no man from this time, 
if he has hopes of conjugal happineſs, 
marry a woman who does not ſincerely 
love him: let him not preſs a woman to 
Vol. II. "(2M give 


give him her hand, if he imagines that 


he receives it from her againſt her will. 
Laura, without doubt, was ready enough 


to marry me; entirely, I believe, on ac- 
count of my rank and fortune, to which 
ſhe ambitiouſiy aſpired: I did not, 1 
confeſs, on our marriage, ſuſpect her of 
having been actuated by mercenary mo- 
tives, tho' I can ſafely ſay, that ſhe ne- 
ver diſcovered any marks of real affec- 
tion for me. Eager to poſſeſs her per- 
ſon, and flattering myſelf that my ten- 
derneſs would make her, -at length, re- 
turn my paſſion for her, I ventured to 
marry her. -From-the day I married 
her I have hardly enjoyed an hour's 
peace: I muſt, therefore, encourage her 
to procure me that tranquility of which 
ſhe has robbed me. I will- to adopt a 
coarſe but expreſſive phraſe, give her rope 
enough. I will let her quite alone. Per- 
haps 
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haps ſhe may, in time, do her own bu- 


ſineſs. Sure T am that ſhe will be infa- 
mous whether I attempt to hinder her or 


ot: ſure JI am too that I cannot hinder 


her infamy, and that I will make no 


efforts ro hinder it. I will do nothing 
to give her any reaſon to complain of 

me, nei ther will I throw her into the 
way of danger from the attempts of o- 
ther men; but if ſhe wilfully runs into 
the way of it, ſne muſt take the conſe- 
quences. I ſhall certainly avail myſelf of 


her folly, in orderto getrid of herfor ever. 


do not tell you that I ſhall not fee] at 
ſeeing her render herſelf contemptible; but 
as I cannothinder it, I muſt bear it; Imuſt 


endeavour to acquire a ſufficient quan- 
tity of fortitude in the hour of trial. — 


Whether I behave with the firmneſs with 
I 2 | | nich 


N. 


4 
l 0 
mis.” i 
al 4 
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which I wiſh: to behave, or ſink under 

* diſappointractge, L ſhall ever remain 
Tours ſincerely, 
GLANDOUR, 


ae bed cn 0 i ec ede 
W LRN, 


Miss MuscRove to Miſs ee 


HAT a poor, weak creature am 

I grown, my Lucy ! Ever ſince 

I wrote laſt, I have been ſeeking for an 
opportunity to put my ſcheme in exc- 
cution, and reject the very man whom 
my heart doats on. It muſt be ſo: that 
very affection which I feel, which I muſt 
ever feel for him, urges me to ſpare him 
the pain of carrying on a deſign which 
gives him ſo much diſquiet; a diſquict 
Which can be in no ſhape ſo well re- 
moved as by my exerting a proper de- 


gree 
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gree of ſpirit upon the occaſton.ä— I am 
very ſenſible this is right, and proper, yet 
J have not yet been able to act agreea- 
bly to my intentions. Yeſterday, I 
thought I was thoroughly determined; 
but the efforts I made to bring myſelf to 
ſpeak to Herbert diſoruered me ſo much 
that J fainted away While 1 fat in the 
parlour. 

My father was W home, and 
Herbert diſcovered a concern fo apparent- 
ty unfeigned, that I was almoſt ready to 


give credit to my eyes, and to diſbelieve 


every 4ylable-of his cruel letter, the re- 
collection of which made me ſtart from 
his boſom—(on which I found myſelf 
reheved, and on winch I had heard him 
utter a thouſand tender things while 1 
lay ſeemingly inſenſible.) He pulled 
me gently down again, expreſſed - the 
greateſt anxiety about my indiſpoſition 

13 | and 
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and when I recovered, held his hand on 
my head for a long time, notwithſtand- 
ing all my efforts to hinder him; beg- 
ing me with ſo much earneſtneſs to tell 
him what, I thought, was the cauſe of 


my illneſs, that I knew not how to con- 


| ceal it,—As he has, however, confeſſed 
that he can never love- any woman ex- 
cept Lady Glandour; as he has declared 


an averſion to me, it is impoſſible for me 


to think of him with patience, to accept 
of a man's hand, whoſe heart feels no incli- 
nation for me. The little tenderneſſes which 
deceived me before would even now de- 
ceive, did I not know that they ariſe 
merely from pity. He ſees your friend's 
. weakneſs : He pities, but he cannot 
love | ; - 
oy | Your 


EmMiLy MuscRrove. 


P. S. 


OO SOOT EO NE UIOEY 
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BEM: Since 1 wrote the abbde think 
I have got more reſolution. I vill try 
to ſeize the firſt opportunity to avail my- 
ſelf of it, left 1 ſhould ns; loſe the 
power of POO” 


11 2 | 11 yh. 4 MET. A 
LETTER LXXI. 


Mr. n, to Sir N Bovev. 
. \ Stoniſhment! Miſs Muſgrove has 


refuſed to perform her engage- : 


-ment with me : that Miſs Muſgrove, that 
dear, that ſtill dear, amiable Emily, on 
whom my heart fondly doats, has told 
her · father, and has told me, ſhe cannot, 
will not be mine, nor will ſhe give me 
any reaſon for her behaviour; ſhe only 


ſays that ſne cannot be happy with me. 


A little while, a very little while ago ſhe 
declared — repeatedly declared, that Ja- 


„„ lone 
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lone made all the Happineſs of her life. 
What can Have happened! what can 


| have occafioned' this ſudden, this amaz- 
- ang change in her! ſhe does not own any 


diſlike —Her father, who acquainted 


me with her refuſal, ſays, that ſhe {till 

peaks of me in the higheſt terms, but 
that ſhe begged him to tell me ſhe could 
not think of marrying, and intreat me not 
to talk to her upon à fubje&t which 
would only give her pain, as her deter- 
mination was irrevocable, The exce}- 


tent old man lamented, with me, this un- 


accountable refolution in his daughter's 
carriage. He is, I believe, really con- 
cerned at it, but he cannot feel it as 1 
do. I am tortured to madneſs at her be- 
haviour, a behaviour which, I ſee, coſts 


her an infinite deal of uneaſineſs to ſup- 


port. 1s 
When 


The Megckx AxT MARRIAGE.. 177 


When Mr. Muſgrove had finiſhed his 
very unlooked for, and moſt mortifying,, 
moſt afflicting information, I flew to E- 
mily, and conjured her, with the ſtrong- 

eſt expreſſions, not to doom me to eter- 
nal miſery by a change in her conduct 
which I never could have expected, N 
(and which I have not, I am ſure, deſerv- ; g 

ed) affirming that if ſhe would let nee 
know what I had done to offend, or diſ- | F 


Wh; 

| 8 | 1 

pleaſe her, ſhe might depend upon an k 
immediate atonement. for my errors aud 1 60 
inadvertencics. : 1 


She anſwered me at firſt 4 with tears: 
and ſfighs—ſhe then deſired me eagerly: 
to leave her, and to mention this ſub- 
ject no more to her again. When ſhe: 
had ſpoken: theſe words, ſhe aroſe, tho | 
ſcarce able, as I clung to her knees, on: 4 

purpoſe to force me from her. i 

Ls q Some? i 
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Some villain muſt have traduced me, 1 
faid 1 — Lady Glandour, perhaps. — 1 
She ſnook her head, and would not hear | 
me: but at the name. of Glandour, a 1 
freſh. flood of tears ſtreamed from her 5 


eyes. She broke, haſtily, from me. 
What is to be done? I cannot diſen- 
tangle this perplexed: affair —it abſo- 
_ Jutely diſtracts me. The poor, dear 
girl, alſo, ſuffers ſo: much that. I trem- 
ble. for her health. 13 

.... At. Mx. Muſgrove's deſire, I have 
left Acton for a few days. He aſſured 
me, at parting, that he would try every 
method in his power to find out tlie 


cauſe of his daughter's altered behavi- * 
our: adding, that he would uſe all-his ſei 
influence over her in- my favour. 1 fr. 
came away without taking leave of Miſs fo, 
Muſgrove, at her own earneſt requeſt, ed 


2 . co n- 


— 
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communicated to me by her father; ſhe, 
herſelf, poſitively refuſed to ſee me. 


My brother, who ſhares my ſurpriſe 


and coneern, ſays, that he is certain there 
is ſome ſecret enemy at the bottom of 
this; but if Emily had heard any ſcan-- 
dalous report about me, ſſie would not 


have concealed it thus to torture her 


gentle boſom, which is, I am well aſ- 
ſured, ſeverely pained for me and fore 


herſelf. RN 


IN CONTINUATION. 


I have juſt received a note from Mr. 
Muſgrove: he informs me that Emily is: 
ſeized with a fever, and that he is a- 
fraid the uneaſineſs which ſhe has for 
ſome time felt in her mind, has occaſion- 
ed it, —I fly to ſay, to do every thing in 
my power to conſole him: and to endea- 

L 6. - vour: 
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vour to reſtore ber — if my folicitude 
on her account will not be offenſive to 
alleviate at leaſt her anxiety: in ſpite of 
the change in. * An the _— be 
ever dear to 
| Your e Sat 
C. Hs RBERT- 


een 
S LR... 
Miſs. CHAPMAN to Miſs 8 


©!--Mr. Southwell has produced un- 

kJ doubted proofs of a final ſeparation. 
between Mr. Herbert and Miſs Muſ⸗- 
grove.. He willnotdiſcoverby what means 
he has brought it about, but claims his. 
reward. My Lady puts him by with a 
Hugh, and tells him that he is ſuffici- 
ently rewarded by having pleaſed. her. 
Such: 


2 ©, F & 6 
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such replies, however, I ſee are no way ſa- 
tisfactory: and, moreover, he has the inſo- 
lence to threaten her with. the undoing. of 
all he has done, at ber inſtigation, if ſhe 
will not fulfill her engagements with him. 
— This is putting oneſelf into a man's. 
power indeed !. 


In C ONT INUAT IO N.. 


I hear a violent noiſe. I wonder they: 


are not afraid that the ſervants ſhould 


liſten, or that my Lord ſhould come 
home; but theſe. great people have nei- 
ther 25 nor ſhame, I think. O- my 
Lady- $ coming, —She has hr rid of him: 
ar laſt. 


192 The Miukcenazy MaARRTACE. 


In CONTINUATION. 


He oil ſke fn. that if ſhe 4 
not conſider him a little, he will not only 
go and make it all up between Herbert 


and Miſs Muſgrove, but inform. them 


that he inſiſted upon his making, them 


come to a quarrel. —She is in a violent 


Autter—She tells me tliat ſhe: muſt ſee 


Southwell alone to night. in her dreſſing- 


room, and that I muſt find out ſome 


way to divert. my Lord, if he ſhould 


come home, that ſhe- may have time to 


ſave herſelf, by fair words, from the per- 
formance of a promiſe which ſhe never 
had conſidered in a ſerious light.— Tis 


dangerous, I find, to meddle with theſe 
men.. 1 cannot. ſtay to write any more 


at preſent. 
Yours as x” IO as ever,. 


S. CHAPMAN. 


LETTER: 


i 


— 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


Lord GLanpous to Mr. Mackixrosk. 


Do not know whether 'T can, with. 
any degree of ſatisfaction, | inform: 
you, that I have diſcovered my wife in a. 
fituation with a young ſellow who has 
long dangled after her, ſufficient to ena- 
ble me to procure a divorce.— However, 
J ſhall now get rid of an infamous wo- 


man who never could have afforded me 


any pleaſure, or done me any honour. 
1 had, indeed, for a conſiderable time, 
gueſſed how things were going, and when 
1 found it impoſſible to reclaim her, I 
winked at her proceedings with her lov- 
er. I received a great part of my intel- 
ligence from Sally Chapman, a girl of 
Lady Glandour's acquaintance, whom ſhe 

TY had 
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kad invited to her houſe in the character 
of an humble friend.—F emale friends, 
you know, are very apt to blab every 
thing they hear on both ſides. I will 
not poſitively aſſert that Sally betrayed 
the confidence repoſed in her; but ſhe 
Was fond of talking g. and ſo I drew out 
of her hints enough for. my purpoſe. I 
broke in upon the tete a tete, accompa- 
nied with proper witneſſes. My wife 
affected, with an unparalleled aſſurance, 
to fly into a paſſion at my daring to ſee, 
with my own eyes, things as they were. 
HFler Adonis hung his head, looked like 
a fool, and ſlunk away. I cannot help 
regretting the neceſſity I was under to 
take ſuch a ſtep as this; but why, was 
it? She, who, poſſeſſed of every winning 
charm, might have reigned ſole miſtreſs 
of my heart and fortune; who might at 
the ſame time, have commanded univer- 

F ; (al. 


7 
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ſal admiration, reſpect and eſteem, why 
would be render herſelf an infamous 
character, an object of contempt and 
ſcorn, merely to gratify her taſte for va- 
riety ? I am as young, as capable of plea- 
ſing a woman, as him whom ſhe has 
fixed upon for her favourite. I ſaid but 
little to her that night: I only, retiring 
to a ſeparate apartment, told ber that ſhe 
muſt quit my houſe, as I ſhould not per- 
mit her to diſhonour me here again. She 
appeared ſtruck at this, and ſtared as if ſhe 
did not perfectly underſtand me: I repeated 
my words, therefore, pretty ftrongly, but 

waited not to bear her anſwer to them. 
l fent a meſſage alſo. to Miſs Chap- 
man to let her know that as Lady Glan- 
dour was to remove to-morrow, I would 
carry her home to her uncle.—I then 
ſat down to write to you. But I find 


186 The Mcgctnarny MARRLAOE. 


myſelf ſo much diſordered that 1 muſt 
lay dude my pen. 


Adieu. 
8. 


ob οοοοοοονο 
ke E TS E R. IXXV. 


Mr. HznzEAT to Sir Wikia Bovzy. 


38 T6 


AM almoſt depriyed of my reaſon. 
Miſs Muſgrove is, a ſecond time, at 
the point of death, and I am che unfor- 
tunate cauſe of it. 
Hurrying to Acton upon the tl 
of Mr. Muſgrove's note, I begged him 
to let me remain in the houſe, or at 
| leaſt, in his . neighbourhood, till his 
daughter was out of danger. He not 
only conſented to my requeſt, , but 
thanked me for coming ſo expeditiouſly, 
aſſuring 
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aſſuring me that he firmly believed her 
illneſs was entirely owing to her parting 


with me, tho* my departure was at her 


own immediate deſire.— The dear girl, 
I am certain, loves me as well as ever. 
I am continually in her chamber, but 
when decency requires my abſence.— 
She has not once loſt her fenfes: ſhe 
knows, therefore, that I perpetually fit 
by her bed-ſide, ' watching every turn of 


her diforder. Frequently do 1 ſteal my 


hand on hers, burning with her fever, 


in hopes of finding ſome abatement of 


the cruel heat which devours her. When 
I withdraw it, feeling myſelf almoſt 


ſcorched by the bare touch, my anguiſh 


is inexpreſſible: the deepeſt ſighs force 
their way from my overcharged boſom: 


tears flow from my eyes, and the agonies 


I endure are not to be deſcribed : they 
are rendered the leſs ſupportable by the 
8 460] efforts 
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efforts I make to conceal them, leſt I 


| ſhould diſturb the dear afflicted cauſe of 
my diſtreſs. Mr. Muſgrove ſhares my 
ſorrows: he is, doubtleſs, extremely con- 
cerned on his daughter's account, and I 
think I may. venture to ſay on mine alſo. 

. —Fondly as he loves his Emily, he thinks 
the, has acted capriciouſly by rejecting 
me. However, I-ſhall be ſatisfied if her 
health is reſtored: all -my wiſhes are to 
ſee her well and happy love her for 
her own fake : I have no thought of inter- 
rupting her tranquility, in order to gra- 
tity my own deſires. 


Is CONTINUATION. 


My Emily was unable to ſpeak till 
yeſterday, . While I fat by her fide, and 
laid my hand on hers, ſhe lifted up her 
languid eyes, and. ſaid, in a faint voice; 

Mr. Herbert, why are you here?“ 
Where 
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Where ſhould I be, but here, my 


<«< deareſt Miſs 'Muſgrove i can neither 


© reſt here, indeed, nor” any where elſe, 
« while you are in this difordered ſtate : 
« I could not exiſt at a diſtance from 
« you: I muſt &e you, I muſt hear you 
every moment. Were you only the 
« friend of my neart, I ſhould be thus 
« anxious about your recovery; as you 
are my dear, deſtined wife, how ſevere 
« muſt be my feelings!“ | 

Wife!“ replied . with a deep 
BUS Fey 


« deareſt, fondeſt friend for ever.” 
I fear, I ſhall—” replied ſhe, in the 


ſofteſt accents, and with a ſigh of ten- 


derneſs which filled every vein of my 
heart with tranſport, and made me 
yy ſnatch 


6 Yes, ay Emily ;” anſwered I: «t 
« you will not be my wife, I will never 
% have any other. — Tou fhall be my 
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ſnatch her hand to my lips in an ecſtacy 
— She did not withdraw it, but ſaid 
ſomething which I could not hear.— 
From that hour ſhe. has mended. May 
heaven reſtore her to my fervent prayers! 
I aſk no other bleſſing. | 


”. * 


Adieu. 
Codd; 


| SSSSSSSSSESSSSSSSSSS 
LETTER IXXVI. 


Lord FL ANDEPS. to Mr. MackmTosH. 


\HE morning after 1 had mage 

1 my very mortifying diſcovery, 

Lady Glandour—for_ ſhe muſt a little 

longer bear that title—as ſoon as ſhe be- 

lieved I was ſtirring, fent to beg leave to 
ſpeak a' few words to me. 


Imagining 


fv 
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Imagining that ſhe only wanted to at- 
tempt to make ſome excuſe: for a crime | | 
which could admit of no palliation or | 
pardon ; my anſwer was, that I had no. 
thing more to ſay to her, and that I again ! fl 

| 


inſiſted upon her leaving my houſe im- 
mediately : adding, that ſhe might take 
the cloaths I had provided for her, but, 


on no account, her jewels, as ſhe could 


N 
P | TY wink: 7 . 0 if 
not wear them with any propriety in x 


rhe ſituation to which ſhe had degraded @—\f | 


. ” ; . | 5 N j | | 
_ Satisfied with the propriety of my an- F 
ſwer, I determined from that hour to ſee 1 


her no more: but J could not avoid tle 
ſight of her. Before I thought ſhe could 
have read my anſwer ſhe burſt into my 
apartment, with her eyes ſtreaming, and, 
on her knees, intrèated me only to hear 

her. i Fr 5 coat 


| 1 
I ſtrove * 


1 

' i 
W101 
| 9 
13 
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I trove to diſengage myſelf; telling 
her that, after what IJ had ſeen, nothing 
. ſhe could ſap would have any effect 


upon me. 
She replied, that the ſhould not. could 
not. undertake to vindicate a proceeding 
on which ſhe reflected with horror“ 1 
ce never had the ſlighteſt intention,“ 
added ſhe, Ny of being criminally. con- 
c cerned with ſo contemptible a wretch, 
« man whom yon cannot hate and de- 
* ſpiſe more than I do- Spare me, only 
2 ſpare me one half hour; I will make 
<« you all the reparation: in my power 
ce for the injury you have received from 
* my folly, by giving you the reaſons 


* for. my late conduct, tho' I ſhall not 


“ preſume to defend them.“ 0 
I made no reply was, hd inca- 
pable juſt at that time of ſpeaking. 


She went on in the following manner. 
„When 
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10 When you firſt ſaw me, my Lord, 
„ was as much in leve with Mr. Her- 
« bert as it was poſſible for me to be, 

« yet urged by a deſire. of raiſing! my 
« ſelf, and increaſing my e 
* did every thing L could think of to 
attract your notice, and to make a 
« conqueſt of your heatt. I ſuceeeded; 


my vanity and ambition were amply 


«. gratified, but Eftill preferred: Herbero 
« to alt che world ; thio: I can aſſure your 
Lordſhip with the greateſt ſincerity, 
that I endeavoured to acquire that ten- 
% derneſs and affection for yu, which 
„your generoſity and kind treatment 
« deſerved, ' The- ſingulag dilike which 
« you diſcovered to all the pleaſures of 
« public life, and the deſire which .yqu» 


« ſhewed to lock me up from tlie work = 
« mereaſed that indifference Jar felt 


« for you, and it roſe, at length, u 


Vol. II. K "m0 aver · 


quente, 
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< nerfiog. Int at that juncture I. un. 


5 fortupately, met. Herbert with, Emily | 


4, Muſgrovec,; Ad the ſight of; him, upon 
nn intimate footing. w with ker. wWha 


* had abways pretended. tobe my friend, 


my envy and qealouſy were-ſtrongly 
<4 excited++[,did nat. conſider. that. as. I 
was married, Herbert and I had no bus 
4: neſs 20-think:of each other could 


not bear to ſee Emily happy with the 


6 Only man whom I had ever loved; the 


© man wWhom I would have prefer red to 


Kings had he been maſter of a genteel 


„ veompetency. I, therefore, to celieye 
amy tortured- mind, took every me- 


thod in my power to draw him away, 


a but with no ſucceſs. uu, my Lord, 
c intercepted the. letter he ſent me, when 
Tas flattering. myſelf chat I ſtill had 


_ influence enough over him, to prevail 
IR leaveher.—Stung. almoſt to 


+ SE e mad- 


* * 
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= Waal at his neg beet of e A his 
« fondneſs for Em rel which I very 
« clearly perceived With my own'eyes, a 
« ſecond time, at àn aceidental meeting 
< at the milliner's, T Had no Hopes of 
* happineſs but in trying to ſeparate 
them; and T hoped to occaffon 4 ſe- 1 
„ paration by avalling ntyſelf of the aſl "| 
< ſiſtance of the wretch whom I ever 01 

« deſpiſed, who has undone me. He 7 
«followed me, flattered me, and at 
. length finding my whole ſou} ſet upon 
<« parting thoſe happy lovers, offered ta | 


e attempt it: He carried his point by ig 
< bribing a ſervant to throw a letter int 
« Emily's way, appearing to be an an- 1 


* ſwer to one which Herbert had ſent to 1 
« 2 friend expreſſing his averſion” to her. 
This deſign ſucceeding, ' Southwell 
claimed his reward; and vowed that as 
* he could, he would undo all that he 

| K 2 had 
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< had dane at my inſtigation if I kept 
not my word. Alarmed by his threats | 
< which: he repeated, intermixing many 

« foft and ſoothing ſpeeches, I loſt my- g 

« ſelf before I was aware of my danger. : 
66 —1 feel, my Lord, the trueſt contri- T 

tion, for my. folly, for my criminal [ 

behaviour: 1 deteft, I abhor myſelf & 

© for having been ſo fatally deluded, as | 0 
much as 1 abhor and deteſt the vile 8 

« wretch who has ruined me.— But I will h 

8 

h 


never ſee um again, my Lord, nor any 
other man without your approbation, 
«© and in yu preſence, if you can over- 


<.Joak this ſingle indiſcretion, and per- i 
% mit me to hold the ſame place in your * BM 
<« houſe as I deſerve, if 1 have for ever 1 
« loſt- that which I ance et: poſ- . 0 
6 ſeſſed in vour heart.” It 
Here fabs and tears prexented her from ſu 

re: 


going on; but they had not the intended 
ſucceſs. 
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ſuccefs. I cannot think of repoſing any 
confidence | in a woman who: has acted as 
ſhe has done; of taking to my arms 
again her Who has, in ſo ſcandalous a 
manner, injured both me and herſelf ; 


* 
— — — = = - 
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neither can I ſuffer her to remain in my 
houſe, as every + body muſt then be e- - 
couraged to imagine that I have forgi ven 


— — 


—— 
She 


two crimes committed by her, the great- 
eſt of which a woman can be guilty: 
her perſonal proſtitution, and her cruel 
reſentment againſt two amiable people, 
have rendered her completely infamous. 14 
—] felt my blood riſe with icdignation 
at the thoughts of having any farther it 
connection with ſuch a woman as Laura. ; 
I told her, therefore, that I ſhould only 1 
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furniſh her with the decent neceſſaries of N 
life; adding, that I ſhould immediately 
ſue for a divorce, —To prevent any at- 1 
tempts to alter my determination, I in- 4 

1 
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fiſted upon her removing from my 
houſe without delay, declaring at the 


fame time that I never more would 


converſe with her. | 
Anger now took poſſeſſion of her · 
me foamed at the mouth with rage, 


and diſappointed ; pride. I called the 


ſervants to her aſſiſtance, and left 
her to their care. I was told after- 
wards that ſhe fell out of one fit into 
another, and that they, became fearful 
about her life. I ordered a phyſician 


to be ſent for, aol have permitted her 


to remain here till ſne is out of danger: 
ſne muſt then poſitively remove. 1 
will no longer be expoſed to the 
flurry of ſpirits into which I am 
thrown by her nearneſs to me. I 
cannot help feeling for her too ſen- 
ſibly, notwithſtanding | all the miſery 


which, 
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which 1 haye endured” on ber ac- 
count. — +; I $15 91 111 7 4 2 


Toles: i 


Fre at} peat 2069 ee 


— 


P. s. As I hall 3 en- 
A g to reſtore the tranquility of 


thaſe agreeable young people, whom 
'this unhappy woman has, moſt pro- 
tbably,. greatly -diſturbed, I intreat you 
my dear friend, to inform Mr. Muſ- 


grove of that Part of this ſhocking” at- 


fair, Which may be neceſſary to produce 
a ſatisfactory interview between his 


daughter and Mr. Herbert. I ſhould be 
ſorry to be inſtrumental to the unhappi- 


neſs of eee 1 
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LETTER LXXVI. 
Miſs Muscrove to Miſs BUTLER, 


Am, at length, abte once more to 
1 tell my Lucy that I am not only out 
of danger, but able to walk about my 
room; and this ability T impute, under 
heaven, to the extreme diſquietude, and 
tenderneſs which Herbert has diſcovered 
for me. I could not any longer keep the 
reſblution I had made to drive him for 
ever from my heart, when I ſaw his con- 
cern, and heard his complaints accom- 
panied with heavy ſighs, at a time when 
he thought me incapable of attending to 
any thing. This behaviour of his tho- 
roughly convinced me that he had a ve- 
ry ſincere affection and eſteem for me: 


and from the moment I was ſo convinc- 
7 on 
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ed I grew better. He is almoſt perpetu- 
ally with me: the ſatisfaction which he 
diſcovers on my being in a mending way 
fills me with the moſt pleaſing ſenſations. 
He aſſures me that he will never give 
me up, and that if I deprive him of my 
love he has a claim to My friendſhip ; ; 
a claim which he cannot relinquiſh.— 
What can I ſay to him] my heart pleads 

for him tenderly when he throws himſelf 
at my feet, takes my hands in his, lays 
his head upon them, and with implor- 


ing eyes intreats me to tell him, inſiſts, 
indeed, upon my telling him, why I 
wiſh to bereave him of my love: what. 


can I ſay? I. tremble while I liſten to 
him, and avert. my face, while I beg 
him to drop a ſubject which only gives 


me pain: which only gives him extreme 
_ 
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He comes, and in the . greateſt n. 
—Hedefrs earneſtly to ſpeak. to me. 


"is CONTINUATION. 


48 +1 1 


Oh! Lucy! Lacy! what ener 
aid. my Herbert bring me! Nothing leſs 
than the certainty of his innocence. A 
Mr. Mackintoſh, a friend of Lord Glan- 
dour's, has wrote to my father to inform 
him, that the vile letter which almoſt de- 
ſtroyed me was contrived by a young 
fellow who has been diſcovered by Lord 


Glandour to have an affair with his La- 


dy. Ir was written, it ſeems, to pleaſe 
her, to pleaſe Laura, that cruel girl who 


pretended to be my moſt affectionate 


friend. However, I forgive her; I am 
lure 1 do, and pity her ſincerely. It was 


her exceſſive love *for my Herbert, 1 


find, wi:ich drove her to this extremity. 


3 EE 24 h 
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With what tranſports did he fly to tell 

me all, and to beg me to revoke the 

dreadful, ſentence I had pronounced a- 

gainſt him. Tou may eaſily imagine 
that I granted his requeſt. As ſaon as 
he had obtained the wiſhed- for revoca- - 
tion, he talked of calling Southwell to 
account for his ſcandalous behaviour. 
You: may be certain that I was more a- 
larmed at this than at any thing: 1 ſunk, 
indeed, motionleſs into his arms, While 
my dear father aſſured me that he ſhould - 
not run any hazards for my ſake. Mr. 
Mack intoſh, after having related South- 
wells iniquitous proceedings, added, that 
he was beneath a gentleman's reſentment, 
and that he had left the kingdom. 
What an excellent man muſt Lord 
Glandour. be, to diſcover ſo much ſo- 
licitude, in the midſt of . his own diſtreſ-.- 
les, for our happineſs ! | 

K 6 Lady, 


204 The Mexcenany' MAKRIAOE. 


Lady Glandour is dangerouſly” ill, I 
hear. Poor Laura -I pity her exceſ. 
ſively. What were ay feelings, tho' on 

the point of leaving the moſt amiable 
of men, to thoſe which ſne muſt now ex- 
perience l But Herbert will not let me 
write.Ie interrupts me every moment. 


He is frantic with joy—he ſwears: he will 


be married to-morrow, leſt he ſhould 
meet with another diſappointment. I 
ſometimes quarrel with him and ſome- 
times laugh at him but I! love him.— 
Oh! Lucy! it is impoſſible to tell you 
to what a degree I dote on him; and yet 
at this very moment he {wears I do not 
love him at all. Fy, Herbert - My 
father chides; I muſt obey good night 
may every happineſs be yours So 

| e ee e e 

2 E - W 11 Your 
E. Mvs6R0ve. 
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LETTER K 


E " * p 
43  $$DOZ Y PAS 7 T2011 53: 


Lord GLanpour to Mr: Mächnirrosu. 


T Thank you, my dear David, for the 
obliging care you took 55 inform 
Mr. Muſe grove of Southwell's inideral 
Bekaplodr.” He Was indeed ſtimulated 
by the ſeducing charms of Lady Glan- 
dour to act in the manner he did; but 
ber conduct can neither be defended, 2 
nor excuſed. What miſchiefs do the 
faireſt works of nature too frequently 
occaſionl Poor unhappy Laura is no 
longer a Reducing object; ſhe is dying: 
ſhame,. grief, and deſpair have blaſted 
all her charms, and brought her to the 
brink of the grave. She ſent to beg to 
lee me once — to * my forgive- 


neſs, 


neſs, and to intreat me to offer up peti- 


__ to heaven in her behalf. I could 


| ulc her dying . requeſts, tho' 1 
lt 0 d 8 fi ght of her in ſo 


pitiable a ſituation: neither can I deſeribe 


the affecting ſcene, nor my own feelings. 
She could only cry, © Forgive me—pra . 
forgive a wretch undone by vanity and 


5 ambition.“ * preſſed. the clay: cold 
band which me extended to me, and re- 


plied—* I freely pardon you; may the 
great God of heaven be merciful to us : 
« all,” I could not add another word— . 


I left her 3 in ſtrong convulſions. . 


Is CONTIN GK 0 . 


She is dead the world is, now. no- 
thing to me. In ſpite of, all her failings, . 


I loved her. Where is the human being 


wholly exempt from them? Fortune 


and rank could not give happineſs to 


poor 4 
* 
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LETTER LAXIX:- 


Mx. HzRRERT o Sir WL Bovzy.. 


N. my laſt I * told you af my tranſ- 


ports on having it in my power 
to clear myſelf to my Emily, and to 
ſee her hourly recovering: yet I could 
not prevail on her to conſent to be mine, 
while Lady Glandour lay in fo miſe-. 
rable a ſtate. — “ She was once my 
« friend—ſhe will ſoon be releaſed from 


all her ſufferings on ny account.” —It 


was in vain I ſet Laura's conduct in 
the infamous light it deſerved, and 
aſſured her, that ſuch a woman was 


not worth a ſingle moment's refle&t> 
ion. 1 — JV- 
| ed 


* The infertion of this 2 was thought unne- 
aeſſary by the Editor , ; 
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ed—doted, and hung round her ſnowy 
neck — She would hear nothing. 
Laſt night we were informed of Lady 
Glandour's death, and of my Lord's 
ſetting, out for Scotland. — My ſweet- 

tempered girl ſhed a flood. of tears 
over the failings and misfortunes of 
her poor loſt friend. — Then wiping 
her eyes, and riſing, ſhe gave me her 
hand. — There, Mr. Herbert,” 
ſaid ſhe, © now I am yours for ever.” 
I ſtrained her to my boſom.—Bur I 
have not time to ſay any more Next 


to the amiable Emily,” you live in the 
heart of. 


C. HERBERT. 
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